UPCOMING EVENTS
June

Connect with us on Facebook: Victory English Fellowship
https://english.victorychurch.org.tw/

17—Last Children’s Sunday School class
24—3PM—B1 clean-up and set-up

July
1—B1 Dedication & Worship Service (1:30 PM); Potluck (3:15 PM)

8—Return to 2 worship services—9AM and 1:30PM—in B1
21—Epic of Eden Study begins
22—Sermon Series on Jonah begins

August
16-18—VEF Vacation Bible School

Baptism service for Ingrid Li, Daniel Liu, & Jeff Hsu
•
•
•
•
•
•

Last Sunday's (6/10)
Morning Worship attendance – N/A
Afternoon Worship attendance—144
Sunday School attendance – 40
Offering - $39,900
YTD Giving - $828,988
Remaining amount needed to meet budget - $2,621,487

Contact
Church Phone: 03-571-6803
Pastor John Olson
Ext:2221
pastorjohn@vefellowship.com

Pastor Darren Carter
Ext:2224

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
Matthew 28:19-20

June 17, 2018

Romans 3
Pastor John Olson

pastordarren@vefellowship.com

VEF Secretary
victoryef@gmail.com
Ext: 2315

Righteousness

Next Week:
Not Seeing is Believing”
Romans 4:16-25

新竹市建功一路二號
B1, No. 2, Jian Gong 1st Road,
Hsinchu City 30071

Small Groups of VEF

Order of Service
Blessed Be Your Name

Call To Praise / Opening

Praise Team

Announcements

Psalm 25:6-10

Call to Worship

Giver of Life
You Alone Can Rescue

Worship in Song
Scripture Reading

Time

Meeting Place

Leader

Contact Number & Email

SUN
1500

Korean Group
Victory 605

Jonathan
Eun

0920 729 307
joe003e@hanmail.net

SUN
1930

Young Men’s Group
Venue Changes

David

0966 086 635
dtdyck67@gmail.com

TUE
1730

NCTU
Engineering Building 3 EC543

Maria

Currently on summer break

Isaiah 53:8-10 (NIV)

Worship in Song

I Stand Amazed
Endless Hallelujah

WED
1900

Women’s Bible Study
Science Park

Hannah

0981 772 959
miller.hjm@gmail.com

Baptismal Service for: Ingrid Li,
Daniel Liu, & Jeff Hsu

Pastor John Olson

THU
0700

Men’s Breakfast
Ikari Coffee
738 Guangfu Road

Jeff

0987 378 323
jacase767@yahoo.com

Korean Women’s Group
Victory – B103

Yeonjoo
Hwang

0922 310 253
hyjoo0708@gmail.com

Sermon: “Righteousness”
Romans 3
Response

Pastor John Olson

THU
1100

Praise Team

FRI
1930

Youth Group
Victory – 8F

Linus Lu

0989-543-486
sllu@oregonstate.edu

Prayer and Benediction

Pastor John Olson

FRI
1930

Indonesian Group
Victory – 6F

Timothy
William

0909335550
moimoipalamoi@gmail.com

FRI
2000

Emmanuel Group I
Puding 3rd Road

Bih Qui
Tiang

0966-545-764
bihqui@gmail.com

FRI
2030

Emmanuel Group II
Longshan East Rd

Esther
Chen

0975-339-713
estherchen13@gmail.com

SAT
1100

Epic of Eden Bible Study
Victory Church

Pastor
Darren

pastordarren@vefellowship.com
Begins July 21

SS Dismissal and Greetings!

This Week 1:30 PM Volunteer Workers
Set-up and Greeters: Vincent, Christina
Worship Team: James, Stephanie, Fiona, Sam P, Tim W, Sam F, Jan, Jessie, Edmund
PPT : Kenton
Sound: Daniel

Next Week:
Set-up and Greeters: Yinan, June
Worship Team: William, Esther C., Esther L., Sam P., Grace, Luke, Karen, Yin Ching, Edmund
PPT: Sam L.
Sound: Daniel

Interested in starting a small group? Need assistance finding a group?
Contact Pastor Darren Carter at 03-571-6803 ext:2224
or pastordarren@vefellowship.com

Announcements

Small Group Feature


The Men's Night Bible Study
The Men's Night Bible Study group meets on Sunday evenings at 7:30 PM. Meeting at various
different restaurants, coffee shops and homes all
over Zhubei and Hsinchu, the group aspires to
delve deeply into God's word and its message
specifically towards young men. Praise, fellowship are also regular staples of the group. If you
are interested in attending a meeting, contact
David Dyck's Line at dtdyck35900053 or Japie
Kruger at japie.kruger@gmail.com






Epic of Eden Bible Study
Does your knowledge of the Old Testament feel like a grab bag of
people, books, events and ideas? How many times have you resolved to really understand the OT? To finally make sense of it?
Perhaps you are suffering from what Sandra Richter calls the
"dysfunctional closet syndrome." If so, she has a solution. Like a
home-organizing expert, she comes in and helps you straighten up
your cluttered closet. Gives you hangers for facts. A timeline to put
them on. And handy containers for the clutter on the floor. Plus
she fills out your wardrobe of knowledge with exciting new facts
and new perspectives. The whole thing is put in usable order--a
history of God's redeeming grace. A story that runs from the Eden
of the Garden to the garden of the New Jerusalem. The curriculum
is available on Kindle, or may be ordered online if hardcopies are
preferred. If you are interested in participating in this Saturday
Morning Bible Study that begins in July, please let Pastor Darren
know as soon as possible.








Today is the last day of Children’s Sunday School for Spring/Summer 2018.
Sunday School will resume September 2nd. Thank you to all of the Sunday
school teachers who were willing to give of their time and energy.
Please fill out the church survey (available on the information table) today
and place it in the offering box after service if you did not do so last Sunday.
There will be a special dedication and worship service in B1 on July 1st at
1:30 PM. There will be a potluck at 3:15 PM following the service. The following week, July 8th, we will have our 9:00 AM and 1:30 PM worship services.
VEF Work Day—June 24th—3:00 PM—4:30 PM. The remodeling is almost
finished and that means we’ll be moving all of the boxes, books, cabinets,
tables, back to B1. If you’re able to help out after the service on Sunday,
June 24th bring some old clothes to change into as all the items have gotten
dusty and need to be cleaned before we move them.
The VEF offering box has been moved to outside of the middle doors of the
2F sanctuary for your convenience. If you would like information regarding
online giving, contact Pastor John.
VEF is currently searching for someone to fill the position of Church
Secretary. Please talk to Pastor John or Pastor Darren if you know someone who might be able to fill this role.
Congratulation to Ingrid Li, Daniel Liu, and Jeff Hsu on your baptism today.
There will be a fundraising table for the Japan mission trip on June 24, July
1, and July 8 in the lobby from 8am-1pm. The team is raising $100,000 to
help with the mission trip. If you feel lead to help financially support the
mission trip stop by the table one of these three Sundays or talk to Pastor
John at any time.

Serving Opportunities


TIFICA (Taiwan Foreign Inmates Caring Association) continues to need your
assistance, both financially, and with Bibles for inmates. Talk to Sean
Pienaar to see how you can help.
 Vacation Bible School is coming! VEF will hold it’s VBS August 16-18, 2018.
Volunteers are needed to assist. If you are interested in participating in this
wonderful ministry, contact Pastor John ASAP!

Sermon Notes—Romans 3
Questions for Understanding:
-Have you ever been in trouble with the law? (Speeding ticket, parking fine,
etc.?) How did you feel when it happened?
-In what ways is Christianity inclusive (accepting) of everyone? In what ways is
it exclusive (closed)? (Romans 3:22-25)
-What is the law? How did Christ fulfill it?

-If we can’t boast in our works (what we do) then what should we boast in?
-What is “justification” and why should it be so exciting for a Christian?

Actually that isn’t technically true. I said they finish the sentence… Actually they finish
the verse.
And therein lies the problem. Romans 3:23 is only part of a sentence.
So when I’m speaking I usually then ask everyone to finish the sentence, or at least
get the next verse. Nobody can ever do it without looking at their Bibles… Can you?

Context
How does the sentence continue?
“and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was
to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over
former sins.” (Romans 3:24, 25 ESV)
Yup… We are quoting only the bad news and leaving out the good news!
Romans 3:23 is made completely null and void by Romans 3:24!

Why Christians Need To Stop Quoting Romans 3:23
By Phil Drysdale
In Christianity we have a handful of “go-to” verses. Verses that every Christian knows
by heart.
Have you ever noticed this?
Now our number one favourite is obviously John 3:16.
But after that we have quite a few contenders for most quoted Bible verses.
My least favourite is Romans 3:23.
“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” (Romans 3:23 ESV)
I just hate the way we quote this verse all the time.
I travel all over the world and have found that, unfortunately, it’s far from an English
speaking, western phenomenon either… Everyone knows this verse inside and out.

The Game
I like to play a game when I’m speaking – i do it nearly everywhere I go. Here’s how it
goes:
I say, “all have sinned…”
And then I gesture for the group I’m speaking to finish up the sentence. They always
nail it without fail (even in non-English speaking nations they do this remarkably well!)

Imagine we ran around quoting v24?
“[all] are justified by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus!”
That’s way better news and much more likely to draw people into relationship with
God than telling them they are useless and have fallen short of God’s glory. Of course
it’s not an either/or, the whole message is there in v23-25. But if we are going to pick
and choose let’s at least pick the part that shows people how to get saved!
The church needs to get over it’s fixation with telling people how bad they are!
Telling people how far short of God’s glory they fall is just not the Gospel!
The Gospel is telling people about how much of an effort God went to in order to justify us by a free gift of grace!
So hopefully if you are one of those people who like to quote Romans 3:23 this post
might serve as an challenge to you.
Memorize the next verse and run around sharing that instead!
http://www.phildrysdale.com/2014/06/christians-need-stop-quoting-romans-323/

