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24—Christmas Eve Service (19:30)
January
6—Installation of Pastor Lee as head pastor of Victory (13:30)
(afternoon service will meet on 2F)

www.vefellowship.com

December 16, 2018

February
3—No Afternoon Service
There are two ways to give to VEF. The first is to use the offering box which can be found by
the information table in the sanctuary. All gifts are tax-deductible and if you would like to receive a receipt at the end of the year please place your offerings in an envelope with your
name written on it. The second way to give is through a wire transfer. You can transfer your
offerings to Victory's Postal account , the bank code is 700, follow by the account number 0061021 0478485. If you give through a wire transfer please contact Secretary Hubert Hsieh
at 03-571-6803 or Yu-Hwa at yhwang217@yahoo.com.tw. Please make sure to contact one of
them to make sure the money goes into the VEF account and transfer was properly made.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Last Sunday's (12/9)
Morning Worship attendance – 158
Afternoon Worship attendance— 23
Sunday School attendance – 43
Offering - $106,581
YTD Giving - $2,945,649
Remaining amount needed to meet budget - $504,826 ($168,275 wk)

Contact
Church Phone: 03-571-6803
Pastor John Olson
Ext: 2221
pastorjohn@vefellowship.com

Pastor Darren Carter
Ext: 2224
pastordarren@vefellowship.com

VEF Secretary—Hubert Hsieh
office@vefellowship.com
Ext: 2315

Next Week:

This Week:

Pastor John Olson

Acts 27:20-25; 1 Timothy 4:16-17;
Psalm 16:8

“God With US: In the Storm”
Pastor Darren Carter

Small Groups of VEF

Order of Service
Time

Meeting Place

Leader

Contact Number & Email

SUN
11:00

Korean Group
Victory - B102

Jonathan
Eun

0920 729 307
joe003e@hanmail.net

MON
12:00

Korean Women’s Group
Victory –B1-102

Hayoung
Ko

0966 266 041
jspaek70@gmail.com

TUE
17:30

NCTU
Engineering Building 3 EC543

Maria

mariayuang@gmail.com

WED
19:00

Women’s Bible Study
Victory - L101

Erica Ro

ericalee115@gmail.com

THU
07:00

Men’s Breakfast
Ikari Coffee
738 Guangfu Road

Jeff

0987 378 323
jacase767@yahoo.com

FRI
19:30

Youth Group
Victory –8F

Linus Lu

0989-543-486
sllu@oregonstate.edu

FRI
19:30

Indonesian Group
Victory –6F

Timothy
William

0909335550
moimoipalamoi@gmail.com

FRI
20:00

Emmanuel Group I
Puding 3rd Road

Bih Qui
Tiang

0966-545-764
bihqui@gmail.com

Psalm 16:8

FRI
20:00

Zhubei CG
HR Station Area

Japie
Kruger

Japie.kruger@gmail.com

O Come All Ye Faithful
Thank you Lord

FRI
20:30

Emmanuel Group II
Longshan East Rd

Esther
Chen

0975-339-713
estherchen13@gmail.com

SAT/SUN
11:00

Epic of Eden Bible Study
Victory–B1-102 / B1-103

Pastor
Darren

pastordarren@vefellowship.com

SUN
15:30

Family Bible Study
Victory—B103-104

Pastor
John

vefpastor@gmail.com

Hosanna (Praise Is Rising)

Call To Praise / Opening

Psalm 16:8

Call to Worship
Advent Candle Lighting

Steve and Gladian
O Come All Ye Faithful
Midnight Clear

Worship in Song

Acts 27:20-25

Scripture Reading

O Holy Night
Christ Is Enough

Worship in Song
Baptism of Léon Yichan Chelhot
Announcements & Greetings!

Pastor John Olson
Pastor Darren Carter

Sermon: “God With Us 3:
In the Storm”

Benediction

Pastor Darren Carter

1:30 Service
Call to Praise/Opening
Call to Worship
Worship in Song

Scripture Reading
Worship in Song Part 2
Advent Candle Lighting
Sermon
Benediction

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Acts 27:20-25
Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus
Go Tell It On the Mountain
Pastor Darren Carter

Interested in starting a small group? Need assistance finding a group?
Contact Pastor Darren Carter at 03-571-6803 ext:2224

What is Advent?
Advent is the season of the year leading up to Christmas. It is observed with various traditions
and rituals by Catholics and other liturgical groups such as Lutherans, Anglicans, and Methodists. In recent years, Advent celebrations of one type or another have been added to many evangelical services as well.
The word advent itself means “arrival” or “an appearing or coming into place.” Christians often
speak of Christ’s “first advent” and “second advent”; that is, His first and second comings to
earth. His first advent would be the Incarnation—Christmastime.
The Advent season lasts for four Sundays. It begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas, or
the nearest Sunday to November 30. Advent ends on Christmas Eve and thus is not considered
part of the Christmas season. The Advent celebration is both a commemoration of Christ’s first
coming and an anticipation of His second coming. As Israel longed for their Messiah to come,
so Christians long for their Savior to come again.
The Eastern Orthodox Church does not observe Advent per se, but they do keep a long fast before Christmas. In the West, Advent has developed a more festive tone, although many churches also keep a fast and focus on prayer and penitence akin to what takes place during
the Lenten season (sometimes, Advent is even called “Little Lent”). Advent is seen as a time to
prepare one’s heart for Christmas and for the eventual return of Christ (and the judgment He
will bring to the world).
Churches that observe Advent usually decorate their sanctuaries in the liturgical color of Advent,
purple (or in some cases royal blue). Some churches change the color to rose on the third or
fourth Sunday of Advent to signify a greater emphasis on the joy of the season.
One of the most common Advent traditions involves the use of evergreen wreaths, branches,
and trees. On the first Sunday of Advent, churches and homes are decorated with green to symbolize the eternal life that Jesus brings. An Advent wreath—an evergreen circle with four colored candles surrounding a white one in the middle—is placed in a prominent spot. The candles
are then lighted one at a time, on successive Sundays. The first candle is the candle of “hope” or
“expectation.” The three remaining candles on the perimeter are given various meanings depending on the church. On Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, the center white candle is lighted;
this is the “Christ Candle,” a reminder that Jesus, the Light of the Word, has come.
Advent calendars, used to count down the days till Christmas, are popular in many homes. An
Advent calendar contains a number of covered “windows” that are opened, one a day, until
Christmas Day. Each open window reveals a picture related to the season or a poem or a Bible
verse or a treat of some kind. Many parents find that an Advent calendar is a good way to teach
their children the true meaning of Christmas—although there are secular versions of the calendars, too.
Should Christians observe Advent? This is a matter of personal conviction. Here is the biblical
principle: “One person considers one day more sacred than another; another considers every
day alike. Each of them should be fully convinced in their own mind. Whoever regards one day
as special does so to the Lord” (Romans 14:5–6).
There is certainly nothing wrong with commemorating Jesus’ birth and anticipating His return—
such commemoration and anticipation should be an everyday part of our lives. Are Christians
required to observe Advent? No. Does observing Advent make one a better Christian or more
acceptable to God? No. Can celebrating Advent be a good reminder of what the season is truly
all about? Yes, and therein lies its greatest value.

Small Group Feature
Men’s Breakfast
Men, start your day right! Meet with other brothers for fellowship over a simple breakfast as we share with each other
our victories and concerns. We will spend some time in prayer together offering to God our praise and petitions before
starting out day each Thursday. We meet at Ikari Coffee
House near Mackay Hospital each Thursday ay 7am till
Announcements



The current head pastor of Victory, Pastor Liang, will be stepping down at the end of the
year and Pastor Lee will be taking over the role of head pastor starting January 1. Please
pray for Victory and the pastors in this transition period.
There will be a special installation service for Pastor Lee on Sunday, January 6th at 13:30
on 2F. VEF members are invited to attend this service. The afternoon service will join the
2F for the installation service this Sunday.



Children’s Sunday School is available (9:30am-10:30am). Children will be with their parents during the music and be dismissed to their class before the sermon. We have three
classes—the Lambs (pre-school: 4-6 years old) - classroom B105; the Eagles (Grades 1-3) classroom B103-B104; and the Lions (Grades 4-6) - classrooms B102. We are in the process
of trying to find volunteers to have a staffed nursery. If you are willing to volunteer and
help out with the nursery please talk to Pastor John.



VEF will be having a Candlelight Service at 19:30 on December 24th in B1.



When you leave the classroom, please remember to close the doors and windows, turn off
the lights, projectors, stereos, fans, air-conditioning to save energy.



When stacking the chairs, please do it properly according to the photos that are on the
wall next to the elevators, improper way of stacking will cause mishap of the chair legs.

This Week Volunteer Workers
9AM: Set-up and Greeters: Sam, Susan — Worship Team: William, Esther, Acquah, Sam F ,
Jessie, Carl — PPT: Sam L — Sound: Bih Qui
1:30PM: Set-up and Greeters: Maila — Worship Team: Yi Ching, Lindi
PPT: Sam K — Sound: Timothius

Next Week:
9AM: Set-up and Greeters: Jonathan, Yeonjoo— Worship Team: Edmund, Kaiya, Jay, Luke,
Yao — PPT: Bob — Sound: Jessie
1:30PM: Set-up and Greeters: TBA — Worship Team: Darren, Jenny
PPT: — Adam — Sound: TBA

GOD WITH US—3
IN THE STORM

“Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and they will call him
Immanuel, which means 'God is with us.'” Matthew 1:23 NLT
NEVER LET THE PRESENCE OF A STORM CAUSE YOU TO DOUBT THE
PRESENCE OF GOD.
When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days and the storm continued raging, we finally
gave up all hope of being saved. Acts 27:20
After they had gone a long time without food, Paul stood up before them and said: “Men, you
should have taken my advice not to sail from Crete; then you would have spared yourselves this
damage and loss.” Acts 27:21
“But now I urge you to keep up your courage, because not one of you will be lost; only the ship
will be destroyed. 23 Last night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve stood
beside me” Acts 27:22-23
… everyone deserted me ... 17 But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength … 2 Timothy
4:16-17
I know the Lord is always with me. I will not be shaken, for he is right beside me. Psalm 16:8
NLT
“Last night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve stood beside me 24 and said,
‘Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand trial before Caesar; and God has graciously given you
the lives of all who sail with you.’” Acts 27:23-24
“So keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will happen just as he told me.”
Acts 27:25
God is our shelter and strength, always ready to help in times of trouble.
2
So we will not be afraid, even if the earth is shaken and mountains fall into the ocean depths;
3
even if the seas roar and rage, and the hills are shaken by the violence. Psalm 46:1-3 GNT
Talk It Over
What’s a major storm you’ve experienced in your life? How has it changed the way you relate
with God?
Pastor Craig said, “Peace isn’t the found in the absence of a storm. Peace is found in the presence of a good God.” What are some ways you try to find false peace? How will you seek
God’s presence instead?
What did you learn in a storm that God can use to help someone else through their own storm?
Who can you reach out to this week?

