UPCOMING EVENTS

March
24—Café VEF bégins (13:30)
24—Thréé to Fivé (Bowling at Tigér—Guanxin Park aréa)
April
19—Good Friday Sérvicé
21—Eastér Worship & Potluck—Théré’s No Tasté Liké Homé
21—No aftérnoon sérvicé
27-28—Fathér-son Camping Trip

How to pay tithes by Wire Transfer
You can transfer your offerings to Victory's Postal account , the bank code is 700, follow by
the account number - 0061021 0478485. Contact Secretary Hubert Hsieh at 03-571-6803 or
Yu-Hwa at yhwang217@yahoo.com.tw. Please make sure to contact one of them to make
sure the money goes into the VEF account and transfer was properly made.

Next Week: “Waiting on the Lord” - Lamentations 3
Pastor John Olson

March 24, 2019
“Hopeful in Harassment”
Matthew 5:10-12
Pastor Darren Carter

Small Groups of VEF

Order of Service
Blésséd bé Your Namé

Call To Praise / Opening

Psalm 27:1-3

Call to Worship

Still
Lord I Nééd You

Worship in Song

Jamés 1:2-4

Scripture Reading

Knowing You Jésus
Bé Thou my Vision

Worship in Song

Announcements & Greetings!
Message: “Remaining Hopeful in
Harassment”

Pastor Darrén Cartér

Benediction

Pastor Darrén Cartér

Matthéw 5:10-12

1:30 Service

Time

Meeting Place

Leader

Contact Number & Email

SUN
11:00

Korean Group
Victory - B102

Jonathan
Eun

0920 729 307
joe003e@hanmail.net

TUE
17:30

NCTU
Engineering Building 3 EC543

Maria

mariayuang@gmail.com

WED
19:00

Women’s Bible Study
Victory - L101

Erica Ro

ericalee115@gmail.com

THU
07:00

Men’s Breakfast
Ikari Coffee
738 Guangfu Road

Jeff

0987 378 323
jacase767@yahoo.com

FRI
11:00

Korean Women’s Group
Victory –B1-102

Hayoung
Ko

0966 266 041
jspaek70@gmail.com

FRI
19:30

Youth Group
Victory –8F

Linus Lu

0989-543-486
sllu@oregonstate.edu

FRI
19:30

Indonesian Group
Victory –6F

Timothy
William

0909335550
moimoipalamoi@gmail.com

FRI
20:00

Emmanuel Group I
Puding 3rd Road

Bih Qui
Tiang

0966-545-764
bihqui@gmail.com

FRI
20:00

Zhubei CG
HR Station Area

Japie
Kruger

Japie.kruger@gmail.com

FRI
20:30

Emmanuel Group II
Longshan East Rd

Esther
Chen

0975-339-713
estherchen13@gmail.com

SAT/SUN
11:00

Epic of Eden Bible Study
Victory–B1-102 / B1-103

Pastor
Darren

pastordarren@vefellowship.com
Begins March 9/10

SUN
12:30

Family Bible Study
Victory—B103-104

Pastor
John

vefpastor@gmail.com

Interested in starting a small group? Need assistance finding a group?
Contact Pastor Darren Carter at 03-571-6803 ext:2224

Announcements

Cell Group Feature
JAM! Youth Group
Growing up, Growing Closer to God...Middle and High
School Students come join us and bring your friends!
After a week of hard work in school we not only get to
have a little fun but also build spiritual foundation that
will help us through out our lives. We start the night
with a game that relaxes our mind and brings out some
of the competitiveness inside us. We then turn to God
to worship Him through songs. Following the time of praises, we dig into His word the old fashion way - one verse at a time. Last but not the least we spend time to pray to the Father about
our needs. We meet Friday nights at 7:30 on the 8th floor at Victory Church.



VEF is searching for a new secretary as Hubert will be returning to the Netherlands this
summer (thank you for your service). A successful candidate must have good communication skills, ability to communicate in English and Mandarin, and a servant’s heart. A more
detailed job description is available at www.vefellowship.com.



Please pray for Stephanie Praytor as she has been hospitalized since February 26th. She
had surgery for a perforated intestine and since that time has been fighting infections in
the incisions and abdomen area. She is improving and hopefully will be able to come home
soon. Stephanie and her family have been involved at VEF for a number of years now helping run the Vacation Bible School program, going on the Japan mission trips, and helping
out wherever is needed. Jim only returned to work this past week as he’s been staying in
the hospital to take care of Stephanie. VEF would like to take up a free willing offering to
financially help out the Praytor family (please note donations are not tax deductible). A
basket to collect money will be on the information table for the next few weeks.



Children’s Sunday School is available (9:30am-10:30am). Children will be with their parents during the music and be dismissed to their class before the sermon. We have three
classes—the Lambs (pre-school: 4-6 years old) - classroom B105; the Eagles (Grades 1-3) classroom B103-B104; and the Lions (Grades 4-6) - classrooms B102. We have volunteers
for a staffed nursery for the 1st and 2nd week of the month, but are looking for people
who can help the 3rd and 4th week of the month. If you are willing to volunteer and help
out with the nursery please talk to Pastor John.



VEF Needs you! Additional people are needed at the both services for keyboard players as
well as other musicians and vocalists. We are also really in need of people for AV.
Register online at www.vefellowship.com/home/serving/



The Epic of Eden: Isaiah Bible Study meets on Saturdays/Sundays from 11:00AM-12:30PM
in B1-103-104.



Café VEF will begin today, at 1:30PM in B1 followed by Three to Five.



More singers are needed as part of a small choir for the 4/21 Easter Sunday morning
worship. If you are interested, please come to B1-105 for the Sunday rehearsals following
the morning service starting from today. For more information, you can contact Secretary
Hubert or Eugene.



VEF will be having an Easter potluck on Sunday, April 21st at 11:30AM in B1.
Please note that there will be no afternoon service that Sunday.



There will be a father-son camping trip on April 27-28. It will be held at a campground
approximately 45 minutes from Hsinchu. Registration forms can be found on the back table. Please talk to Pastor John for more information.



There is an area on the 1st floor lobby to leave packages for other people. If you leave an
item their for another person please be sure to leave your name, phone number, and the
date left. Also pick-up any items that are left there for you as soon as possible.

This Week Volunteer Workers
9AM: Set-up and Greeters: Susan, Sam— Worship Team: James, Elisabet, Hanna, Jan, Yao
PPT: Linus — Sound: Tim W
1:30PM: Set-up and Greeters: Mariaan — Worship Team: Bob, Chanyoung, Lindi
PPT: Adam— Sound: David

Next Week:
9AM: Set-up and Greeters: Japie, Jonathan Jufeno— Worship Team: Eugene, Angel, Dennis,
Michelle — PPT: Sam L — Sound: Jessie
1:30PM: Set-up and Greeters: Maila — Worship Team: Eugene, Sam P, Yi Ching, Michelle—
PPT: Claude— Sound: David

Matt 5:10-12 Unpacked!
(Mat 5:10-12) The world's reception of these kind of people: persecution.
"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say
all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad,
for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were
before you."
a. Blessed are those who are persecuted: These blessed ones are persecuted
for righteousness' sake and for Jesus' sake (for My sake), not for their own stupidity
or fanaticism. Peter recognized that suffering might come to some Christians for reasons other than their faithfulness to Jesus (1 Peter 4:15-16), and this is not what Jesus
addressed here.
i. The character traits described in the Beatitudes are not valued by our
modern culture. We don't recognize or give awards to the "Most Pure in
Heart" or "Most Poor in Spirit." Though our culture doesn't think much of
these character traits, they do described the character of the citizens of
God's kingdom.
ii. "So the King adds an eighth beatitude, and that a double one, for
those who because of their loyalty endure suffering." (Morgan)
b. Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds
of evil against you falsely for My sake: Jesus brings insults and spoken
malice into the sphere of persecution. We cannot limit our idea of persecution
to only physical opposition or torture.
i. In Matthew 5:10 they are persecuted for righteousness' sake; in Matthew 5:11 they
are persecuted for the sake of Jesus. This shows that Jesus expected that their righteous lives would be lived after His example, and in honor to Him.
ii. It did not take long for these words of Jesus to ring true to His
followers. Early Christians heard many enemies say all kinds of evil
against them falsely for Jesus' sake. Christians were accused of:
• Cannibalism, because of gross and deliberate misrepresentation of the practice of the Lord's Supper.
•

Immorality, because of gross deliberate misrepresentation of
weekly "Love Feast" and their private meetings.

•

Revolutionary fanaticism, because they believed that Jesus
would return and there would be an apocalyptic end to history.

•

Splitting families, because when one marriage partner or parent
became a Christian there was often change and division in the
family.

•

Treason, because they would not honor the Roman gods and
participate in emperor worship.

c. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad: Literally, we could translate this phrase
to say that the persecuted should "leap for joy." Why? Because the persecuted will have great reward in heaven, and because the persecuted are in
good company: the prophets before them were also persecuted.
i. "A strong word of Hellenistic coinage, from to leap much, signifying
irrepressible demonstrative gladness … It is the joy of the Alpine climber
standing on the top of the snow-clad mountain." (Bruce)
ii. Trapp names some men who did in fact rejoice and
were exceedingly glad when persecuted. George Roper came to the
stake leaping for joy, and hugged the stake we was burned at like a
friend. Doctor Taylor leapt and danced a little as he came to his execution, saying when asked how he was, "Well, God be praised, good Master Sheriff, never better; for now I am almost home … I am even at my
Father's house." Lawrence Saunders, who with a smiling face embraced
the stake of his execution and kissed it saying, "Welcome the cross of
Christ, welcome everlasting life."
iii. Yet the world persecutes these good people because the values and character expressed in these Beatitudes are so opposite to the world's manner of thinking. Our persecution may not be much compared to others, but if no one speaks evil of you, are
these Beatitudes traits of your life?
https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/guzik_david/StudyGuide_Mat/Mat_5.cfm

Questions for Understanding
1. What is Righteousness, and how can it be held against you?
2. How can it be a blessing when you are insulted? It feels like a curse to be
cursed at! How can you turn it around for the Glory of God?
3. Insults, Persecution, Evil spoken against you—for the sake of Christ. What
does that mean? How can you receive a blessing from it?
4. There are many different types of persecution. Some are open acts of
aggression against believers, while others are more subtle. Consider what
persecution for Christ’s sake may look like. Does it have to be open, or
might the enemy work against a faithful person in a more covert way?
5. Spend some time praying for the persecuted Churches, as well as those
who may be dealing with personal torment from attacks that have less
obvious origins.

