UPCOMING EVENTS
June 23—Last day of Children’s Sunday school
July 26-Aug 1—Japan STM—Team 1
August 6-13—Japan STM—Team 2
August 22-24—VBS (Vacation Bible School)
•
•
•
•
•
•

Last Sunday's (5/5)
Morning Worship attendance – 154
Afternoon Worship attendance— 34
Sunday School attendance – 40
Offering - $64,380
YTD Giving - 1,221,645
Remaining amount needed to meet budget - 2,278,355 ($65,096 weekly giving)

How to pay tithes by Wire Transfer
You can transfer your offerings to Victory's Postal account , the bank code is 700, follow by
the account number - 0061021 0478485. Contact Secretary Hubert Hsieh at 03-571-6803 or
Yu-Hwa at yhwang217@yahoo.com.tw. Please make sure to contact one of them to make
sure the money goes into the VEF account and transfer was properly made.

Next Week: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11—The Facts of Faith Pastor John Olson

May 12, 2019
“True Social Justice”
Isaiah 1:10-17
Pastor Darren Carter

Small Groups of VEF

Order of Service
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

Call To Praise / Opening

1 Corinthians 13:11-13 KJV

Call to Worship

It is Well With My Soul (Peace Like a
River)
To God Be the Glory
1 Corinthians 13:1-3

Worship in Song
Scripture Reading
Worship in Song
Announcements & Greetings!

The Old Rugged Cross
More Love to Thee
Pastor John Olson

Message: “True Social Justice” Isaiah 1:10-17

Pastor Darren Carter

Song of Response
Benediction
1:30 Service

Time

Meeting Place

Leader

Contact Number & Email

TUE
17:30

NCTU
Engineering Building 3 EC543

Maria

mariayuang@gmail.com

THU
07:00

Men’s Breakfast
Ikari Coffee
738 Guangfu Road

Jeff

0987 378 323
jacase767@yahoo.com

FRI
11:00

Korean Women’s Group
Victory –B1-102

Hayoung
Ko

0966 266 041
jspaek70@gmail.com

FRI
19:30

Youth Group
Victory –8F

Linus Lu

0989-543-486
sllu@oregonstate.edu

FRI
19:30

Indonesian Group
Victory –6F

Timothy
William

0909335550
moimoipalamoi@gmail.com

FRI
20:00

Emmanuel Group I
Puding 3rd Road

Bih Qui
Tiang

0966-545-764
bihqui@gmail.com

FRI
20:00

Zhubei CG
HSR Station Area

Japie
Kruger

Japie.kruger@gmail.com

FRI
20:30

Emmanuel Group II
Longshan East Rd

Esther
Chen

0975-339-713
estherchen13@gmail.com

SUN
11:00

Epic of Eden Bible Study
Victory–B1-104

Pastor
Darren

pastordarren@vefellowship.com

SUN
11:00

Family Bible Study
Victory—B103

Pastor
John

vefpastor@gmail.com

SUN
11:00

Korean Group
Victory - B102

Jonathan
Eun

0920 729 307
joe003e@hanmail.net

Interested in starting a small group? Need assistance finding a group?
Contact Pastor Darren Carter at 03-571-6803 ext:2224
or pastordarren@vefellowship.com

Announcements

Cell Group Feature
Indonesian Cell Group
The Indonesian group at VEF is made up of Indonesian Natives who
are now living in Taiwan. Our group is a blend of students and professionals coming together to invest in one-another, and grow in
Christ.
We meet every Friday Evening from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. on the 6th
floor of Victory. Our fellowship includes worshipping God through
music, sharing prayer requests, Bible Study, and more!

Korean Group



VEF is searching for a new secretary as Hubert will be returning to the Netherlands this summer (thank you for your service). A successful candidate must have
good communication skills, ability to communicate in English and Mandarin, and a
servant’s heart. A more detailed job description is available at
www.vefellowship.com or talk to Pastor John or Pastor Darren.



Children’s Sunday School is available (9:30am-10:30am). Children will be with
their parents during the music and be dismissed to their class before the sermon.
We have three classes—the Lambs (pre-school: 4-6 years old) - classroom B105;
the Eagles (Grades 1-3) - classroom B103-B104; and the Lions (Grades 4-6) - classrooms B102. We also have a staffed nursery (B101). Classes go through June 23.



VEF Needs you! Additional people are needed at the both services for keyboard
players as well as other musicians and vocalists. We are also really in need of people for AV. Register online at www.vefellowship.com/home/serving/



The Epic of Eden: Isaiah Bible Study meets on Sundays from 11:00AM-12:30PM in
B1-104.



The 2018 tax receipts are now available (records of giving). Please see Hubert to
get your receipt.



Victory will be going on a mission trip to Japan this summer. There will be 2
teams going. The approximate dates are for the first team are July 26-August 1
and for the second team is August 6-13. Please talk to Pastor John for more information. Application forms can be found on the greeter’s table.



At the end of the month, Elder John Hsu from the Zhubei Victory Church will be
coming to share about the progress of the church there and their building project.
Zhubei Victory is a daughter church of Victory—planted about 10 years ago. The
church started with a core of young adults from Victory and today has grown into
a church full of young families. They are currently in a building project that will
help meet their current needs.



One of our church members, Estrelita Gracia, will be leading a Cross-cultural Parenting seminar on May 19th and a Cross-cultural Marriage seminar on May 25th.
Both seminars will be held from 14:00-16:00 at Absolut Klassik coffee shop at No. 5
Jianmei Road in Hsinchu. Please contact one of the pastors for more info.

안녕하세요 We meet every Sunday after Church and focus on the
pastor’s sermon that day, through discussion and sharing each others’ opinions and experiences freely.
Our activities also include singing worship songs and eating
lunch together.
We welcome anyone who can speak and understand Korean!
Korean Women’s Group
We meet Friday Morning at Victory Church

This Week Volunteer Workers
9AM: Set-up and Greeters: Kristy, Sophia — Worship Team: Eugene, Lindi, Weichih,Michelle
PPT: Bachir— Sound: Jessie/Yinan
1:30PM: Set-up and Greeters: TBA— Worship Team: Videos
PPT: Sam K. — Sound: Tim Y

Next Week:
9AM: Set-up and Greeters: Candy, Susan — Worship Team: James, Dora, Anne, Dennis, Jan,
Serge— PPT: Hubert — Sound: Tim W/ Steven Chiu
1:30PM: Set-up and Greeters: TBA— Worship Team: TBA
PPT: William Kwan — Sound: David

True Justice—Isaiah 1:10-17
1.

(Isa 1:10-15) God hates their empty religious ceremonies.

a. You rulers of Sodom … you people of Gomorrah: God is obviously trying to get the
attention of the leaders and people of Judah, by associating them with two cities synonymous with sin and judgment.
b. To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices to Me? Even in the midst of their
rebellion, Judah continued its religious ceremony and ritual. They continued
the sacrifices, they continued the burnt offerings, they continued offering the fat of fed
cattle, they continued burning incense, they continued their assemblies and
their sacred meetings - and God was sick of them all!
i. See how the LORD describes His reaction to these religious rituals: I have had enough
… bring no more futile sacrifices … an abomination to Me … I cannot endure … My soul
hates … they are a trouble to Me … I am weary of bearing them.
ii. What a sobering thought! We can offer God all kinds of religious rituals and ceremonies, all kinds of religious service, and He may hate it and consider it an abomination! Perhaps, in the midst of all their calamity (described in Isaiah 1:5-9), Judah
thought the answer was in religious ceremonies, in their ancient version of "church
attendance" and a few dollars in the offering. But if their heart wasn't changed, and
humbled, and surrendered to the LORD, it made no difference. Without the right heart,
God hated their religious ceremony and service!
iii. "When sinners are under the judgments of God they will more easily be brought to
fly to their devotions than to forsake their sins and reform their lives." (Matthew Henry)
c. When you spread out your hands: this was the posture of prayer in that ancient culture. Instead of praying with heads bowed and hands folded, they would pray with the
face turned towards heaven and the hands spread out to heaven. So, when they
prayed, the LORD says, "I will hide my eyes from you … I will not hear."
i. We may be certain, that in the midst of all this religious ceremony, there were many
fine prayers offered. Many eloquent, stirring, and emotional prayers were said. But
they were empty, hollow, useless prayers, because God looked at Judah and
said, "Your hands are full of blood."

2. (Isa 1:16-7) The LORD offers a cure.

a. Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean … Learn to do good, seek justice, rebuke the
oppressor, defend the fatherless, plead for the widow: The corruption of Judah's leaders and people was shown in their bad treatment of one another.
i. Many centuries later, the apostle John would repeat Isaiah's message: If someone
says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his
brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? (1 John 4:20)
The leaders and people of Judah wanted to say they loved God by their religious ceremonies, but the LORD cared more about how they treated other people, especially the
weak (the fatherless … the widow).
Questions for Understanding
1. Isaiah prophesized during a frightening time. The Assyrian Empire was conquering
the ancient near east, and would eventually turn its eyes to Israel in 722 BC. In 722
the northern kingdom was taken into captivity by Assyria and never heard from
again. This vision of Isaiah was pointed at Judah and Jerusalem. Consider the language used and the metaphor of Sodom and Gomorrah. Imagine yourself as a citizen of Judah. How would this vv 10-15 have impacted you? How would you have
reacted? How should you react?
2. How does reading about God’s judgement of the worship and ceremony practiced
by Judah affect your thoughts on worship?
3. Do you see any parallels between the world described in Isaiah, and the world we
live in now?
Based on what God says true worship is, what are some ways you can practice it? How
can you begin in a practical way? Are you doing it now? Will you make a commitment
to doing so?

Expository Outline by David Guzik
https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/guzik_david/StudyGuide_Isa/Isa_1.cfm

