UPCOMING EVENTS
June 23—Last day of Children’s Sunday school
July 26 -Aug 1—Japan STM—Team 1
August 6-13—Japan STM—Team 2
August 14-16—VBS (Vacation Bible School)
•
•
•
•
•
•

Last Sunday's (5/19)
Morning Worship attendance – 135
Afternoon Worship attendance— 33
Sunday School attendance – 40
Offering - $74,646
YTD Giving - 1,337,161
Remaining amount needed to meet budget - 2,162,839 ($65,541 weekly giving)

How to pay tithes by Wire Transfer
You can transfer your offerings to Victory's Postal account , the bank code is 700, follow by
the account number - 0061021 0478485. Contact Secretary Hubert Hsieh at 03-571-6803 or
Yu-Hwa at yhwang217@yahoo.com.tw. Please make sure to contact one of them to make
sure the money goes into the VEF account and transfer was properly made.

You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its saltiness, how will it become salty again? It’s
good for nothing except to be thrown away and trampled under people’s feet. You are the light
of the world. A city on top of a hill can’t be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it
under a basket. Instead, they put it on top of a lampstand, and it shines on all who are in the
house. In the same way, let your light shine before people, so they can see the good things you
do and praise your Father who is in heaven.

Next Week: The Best is Yet to Come—1 Cor. 15:35-58
Pastor John Olson

May 26, 2019
“Salt and Light”
Matthew 5:13-16
Pastor Darren Carter

Small Groups of VEF

Order of Service
You are Holy (Prince of Peace)

Call To Praise / Opening

Time

Meeting Place

Leader

Contact Number & Email

TUE
17:30

NCTU
Engineering Building 3 EC543

Maria

mariayuang@gmail.com

THU
07:00

Men’s Breakfast
Ikari Coffee
738 Guangfu Road

Jeff

0987 378 323
jacase767@yahoo.com

FRI
11:00

Korean Women’s Group
Victory –B1-102

Hayoung
Ko

0966 266 041
jspaek70@gmail.com

FRI
19:30

Youth Group
Victory –8F

Linus Lu

0989-543-486
sllu@oregonstate.edu

Lord of Lord

FRI
19:30

Indonesian Group
Victory –6F

Timothy
William

0909335550
moimoipalamoi@gmail.com

Elder John Hsu

FRI
20:00

Emmanuel Group I
Puding 3rd Road

Bih Qui
Tiang

0966-545-764
bihqui@gmail.com

FRI
20:00

Zhubei CG
HSR Station Area

Japie
Kruger

Japie.kruger@gmail.com

FRI
20:30

Emmanuel Group II
Longshan East Rd

Esther
Chen

0975-339-713
estherchen13@gmail.com

SUN
11:00

Epic of Eden Bible Study
Victory–B1-103

Pastor
Darren

pastordarren@vefellowship.com

SUN
11:00

Family Bible Study
Victory—B104

Pastor
John

vefpastor@gmail.com

SUN
11:00

Korean Group
Victory - B102

Jonathan
Eun

0920 729 307
joe003e@hanmail.net

Psalm 105:1

Call to Worship

Thank You Lord
Majestic

Worship in Song

Isaiah 6:1-8

Scripture Reading

Lord I Offer My Life to You
Yet Not I But Through Christ in Me

Worship in Song

Announcements & Greetings!

Message: “Salt and Light ” -

Pastor John Olson
Pastor Darren Carter

Matthew 5:13-16

Communion
Response Song
Sharing about Zhubei Victory
Benediction

Pastor Darren Carter

1:30 Service

Interested in starting a small group? Need assistance finding a group?
Contact Pastor Darren Carter at 03-571-6803 ext:2224
or pastordarren@vefellowship.com

Announcements

Cell Group Feature
Emmanuel Cell Groups 1 & 2
We meet every Friday evening at 8pm and 8.30pm. we focus
on fellowship and how to apply the word of God in our lives
through the four W's – Welcome, Worship, Word, and Works.
We meet every Friday at 8:00 PM (Emmanuel 1) and 8:30
(Emmanuel 2)



VEF is searching for a new secretary as Hubert will be returning to the Netherlands this summer (thank you for your service). A successful candidate must have
good communication skills, ability to communicate in English and Mandarin, and a
servant’s heart. A more detailed job description is available at
www.vefellowship.com or talk to Pastor John or Pastor Darren.



Children’s Sunday School is available (9:30am-10:30am). Children will be with
their parents during the music and be dismissed to their class before the sermon.
We have three classes—the Lambs (pre-school: 4-6 years old) - classroom B105;
the Eagles (Grades 1-3) - classroom B103-B104; and the Lions (Grades 4-6) - classrooms B102. We also have a staffed nursery (B101). Classes go through June 23.



VEF Needs you! Additional people are needed at the both services for keyboard
players as well as other musicians and vocalists. Register online at
www.vefellowship.com/home/serving/



The 2018 tax receipts are now available (records of giving). Please see Hubert to
get your receipt.



The original Epic of Eden Bible Study begins TODAY at 11:00 in B103. It provides
an excellent foundation for understanding the Old Testament



One of our church members, Estrelita Gracia, will be leading a Cross-cultural Marriage seminar TODAY at Absolut Klassik Coffee Shop (No. 5 Jianmei Road) at 14:00.

Contact Bih Qui Tiang or Esther Chen for more information.
Contact details are located on the inside back cover of the
bulletin.

This Week Volunteer Workers
9AM: Set-up and Greeters: Yinan, June— Worship Team: Edmund, Lindi, Hubert, Kevin, Jessie,
Yao, Esther Lin, Karen —PPT: Linus — Sound: Bih Qui
1:30PM: Set-up and Greeters: TBA— Worship Team: Eugene, Manchu, Michelle
PPT: Claude — Sound: Jims

Next Week:
9AM: Set-up and Greeters: Jonathan, Yeonjoo— Worship Team: William, Mone, Angel. Sam F,
Elie — PPT: Sam L — Sound: Jeff Yeung
1:30PM: Set-up and Greeters: TBA— Worship Team: Bob, Sam P, Jack, Jenny — PPT: Claude
Sound: Tim Yasin

Vacation Bible School is coming! VEF will be holding its annual Vacation Bible School August 1416. VBS is for all ages. Ages 4 to students in Grade 6 are welcome to attend and for those older than that we need lots of volunteers to help with the program. If you are willing to help volunteer please contact Pastor John as soon as possible.

I. Where Jesus wants His disciples to display their discipleship.
1. (Mat 5:13) The followers of Jesus should be like salt.
a. You are the salt of the earth: Disciples are like salt because they are precious. In Jesus' day, salt was a valued commodity. Roman soldiers were sometimes paid with salt, giving rise to the phrase "worth his salt."
b. You are the salt of the earth: Disciples are like salt because they have a preserving influence. Salt was used
to preserve meats and to slow decay. Christians should have a preserving influence on their culture.
c. You are the salt of the earth: Disciples are like salt because they add flavor. Christians should be a
"flavorful" people.
i. "Disciples, if they are true to their calling, make the earth a purer and more palatable
place." (France)
d. If the salt loses its flavor … it is then good for nothing: Salt must keep its "saltiness" to be of any value.
When it is no good as salt, it is trampled under foot. In the same way, too many Christians loose their "flavor"
and become good for nothing.
i. "Most salt in the ancient world derived from salt marshes or the like, rather than by evaporation
of salt water, and therefore contained many impurities. The actual salt, being more soluble than the
impurities, could be leached out, leaving a residue so dilute it was of little worth." (Carson)
2. (Mat 5:14-16) The followers of Jesus should be like light.
a. You are the light of the world: Jesus gives the Christian both a great compliment and a great responsibility
when He says that we are the light of the world, because He claimed that title for Himself as He walked this
earth (John 8:12 and John 9:5).
i. Light of the world means that we are not only light-receivers, but also light-givers. We must have
a greater concern than only ourselves, and we cannot live only to ourselves; we must have someone
to shine to, and do so lovingly.
ii. "This title had been given by the Jews to certain of their eminent Rabbis. With great pomposity
they spoke of Rabbi Judah, or Rabbi Jochanan, as the lamps of the universe, the lights of the world.
It must have sounded strangely in the ears of the Scribes and Pharisees to hear that same title, in all
soberness, applied to a few bronzed-faced and horny-handed peasants and fishermen, who had
become disciples of Jesus." (Spurgeon)
iii. Jesus never challenged us to become salt or light. He simply said that we are - and we are either
fulfilling or failing that given responsibility.
iv. A key thought in both the pictures of salt and light is distinction. Salt is needed because the
world is rotting and decaying and if our Christianity is also rotting and decaying, it won't be any
good. Light is needed because the world is in darkness, and if our Christianity imitates the darkness, we have nothing to show the world. To be effective we must seek and display the Christian distinctive. We can never affect the world for Jesus by becoming like the world.
v. "Poor world, poor world, it is dark, and gropes in midnight, and it cannot get light except it
receives it through us! … To be the light of the world surrounds life with the most stupendous
responsibilities, and so invests it with the most solemn dignity. Hear this, ye humble men and
women, ye who have made no figure in society, ye are the light of the world. If ye burn dimly, dim
is the world's light, and dense its darkness." (Spurgeon)

c. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden: Such a city is prominent and can't be hidden. If you see such a city
from a distance, it is hard to take your eyes off of it. In the same way, Jesus wanted the people of His kingdom to
live visible lives that attracted attention to the beauty of God's work in the life.
i. "It is as much as if our Saviour should have said, You had need be holy, for your conversation cannot be hid,
any more than a city can that is built upon a hill, which is obvious to every eye. All men's eyes will be upon
you." (Poole)
ii. "Not far from this little hill [where Jesus taught] is the city Saphet, supposed to be the ancient Bethulia. It
stands upon a very eminentand conspicuous mountain, and is SEEN FAR and NEAR. May we not suppose
that Christ alludes to this city, in these words of his, A city set on a hill cannot be hid?" (Maundrell, cited in
Clarke)
d. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand: The idea of a lampstand gives the sense
that we are to be intentional about letting this light shine. Even as lamps are placed higher so their light can be
more effective, we should look for ways to let our light shine in greater and broader ways.
i. "What a lamp-stand was found for Christianity in the martyrdoms of the Coliseum, in the public burnings by
pagans and papists, and in all the other modes by which believers in Christ were forced into fame." (Spurgeon)
ii. "The text says that the candle gives light to all that are in the house. Some professors give light only to a
part of the house. I have known women very good to all but their husbands, and these they nag from to night,
so that they give no light to them. I have known husbands so often out at meetings that they neglect home, and
thus their wives miss the light." (Spurgeon)
iii. "The venerable Bede, when he was interpreting this text, said that Christ Jesus brought the light of Deity
into the poor lantern of our humanity, and then set it upon the candlestick of his church that the whole house
of the world might be lit up thereby. So indeed it is." (Spurgeon)
e. That they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven: The purpose in letting our light so
shine by doing good works is so that others will glorify God, not ourselves.
i. "The object of our shining is not that men may see how good we are, nor even see us at all, but that they
may see grace in us and God in us, and cry, 'What a Father these people must have.' Is not this the first time in
the New Testament that God is called our Father? Is it not singular that the first time it peeps out should be
when men are seeing the good works of his children?" (Spurgeon)
ii. Jesus pointed to a breadth in the impact of disciples that must have seemed almost ridiculous at the time.
How could these humble Galileans salt the earth, or light the world? But they did.
iii. The three pictures together are powerful, speaking of the effect of Jesus' disciples in the world:
- Salt is the opposite of corruption, and it prevents corruption from getting worse.
- Light gives the gift of guidance, so that those who have lost their way can find the path home.
- A city is the product of social order and government; it is against chaos and disorder.
iv. Bruce comments on this first reference to God as Father: "God, we learn, as Father delights in noble conduct; as human fathers find joy in sons who acquit themselves bravely."

1.

2.
II. Let your light so shine before men: The purpose of light is to illuminate and expose what is there. Therefore
light must be exposed before it is of any use - if it is hidden under a basket, it is no longer useful.
i. "Christ knew that there would be strong temptation for the men that had it in them to be lights to hide their
light. It would draw the world's attention to them, and so expose them to the ill will of such as hate the
light." (Bruce)
ii. "Christ never contemplated the production of secret Christians, - Christians whose virtues would never be
displayed, - pilgrims who would travel to heaven by night, and never be seen by their fellow-pilgrims or anyone else." (Spurgeon)
iii. The figures of salt and light also remind us that the life marked by the beatitudes is not to be lived in isolation. We often assume that those inner qualities can only be developed or displayed in isolation from the
world, but Jesus wants us to live them out before the world.

3.
4.
5.
6.

Discussion Questions:
The primary use of salt when Jesus preached the sermon on the mount was to preserve foods. What
then does Jesus mean when He tells His disciples that they are the “salt of the earth”? What can you do
to be salt?
Discuss the original meaning of salt “losing its flavor”. What can cause a Christian to “lose his/her
flavor” as the salt of the earth?
What should we do as Christians to make sure we are effective in being the salt of the earth?
What did Jesus mean when He told His disciples that “they are the light of the world? Share a time
when you were light in the darkness of the world?
What does VEF Do well to be a light in the community? What can we do better?
Read V 16. What can you do to let your light shine before men?
Expository Outline from https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/guzik_david/StudyGuide_Mat/Mat_5.cfm

