UPCOMING EVENTS
July 26 -Aug 1—Japan STM—Team 1
August 6-13—Japan STM—Team 2
August 14-16—VBS (Vacation Bible School)
August 18—VBS Program and Potluck

How to pay tithes by Wire Transfer
You can transfer your offerings to Victory's Postal account , the bank code is 700, follow by
the account number - 0061021 0478485. Contact Pastor John or Yu-Hwa
at yhwang217@yahoo.com.tw the first time you make a transfer to make sure the money
goes into the VEF account.

Next Week: Is the Bible True?
Pastor Darren Carter

June 30, 2019
My Apologies Apologetics
Pastor Darren Carter

Small Groups of VEF

Order of Service
Come and praise

Call To Praise / Opening

Time

Meeting Place

Leader

Contact Number & Email

TUE
17:30

NCTU
Engineering Building 3 EC543

Maria

mariayuang@gmail.com

THU
07:00

Men’s Breakfast
Ikari Coffee
738 Guangfu Road

Jeff

FRI
11:00

Korean Women’s Group
Victory –B1-102

Hayoung
Ko

0966 266 041
jspaek70@gmail.com

FRI
19:30

Youth Group
Victory –8F

Linus Lu

0989-543-486
shihlien.lu@gmail.com

Genesis 1:1, Psalm 19:1, Romans 1:20,
Psalm 34:8

FRI
19:30

Indonesian Group
Victory –6F

Timothy
William

0909-335-550
moimoipalamoi@gmail.com

Response Song
Benediction

FRI
20:00

Emmanuel Group I
Puding 3rd Road

Bih Qui
Tiang

0966-545-764
bihqui@gmail.com

FRI
20:00

Zhubei CG
HSR Station Area

Japie
Kruger

Japie.kruger@gmail.com

FRI
20:30

Emmanuel Group II
Longshan East Rd

Esther
Chen

0975-339-713
estherchen13@gmail.com

SUN
11:00

Epic of Eden Bible Study
Victory–B1-103

Pastor
Darren

pastordarren@vefellowship.com

SUN
11:00

Family Bible Study
Victory—B104

Pastor
John

vefpastor@gmail.com

SUN
11:00

Korean Group
Victory - B102

Jonathan
Eun

0920-729-307
joe003e@hanmail.net

Romans 1:20

Call to Worship

This is amazing grace

Worship in Song

Psalm 53

Scripture Reading
Worship in Song
Welcome & Announcements

Message: My Apologies Apologetics

1:30 Service

Holy Spirit living breath of God
You are my strength
Lord of lords
Pastor Darren Carter
Pastor Darren Cater

On Break until Fall Semester
0987-378-323 jacase767@yahoo.com

On break until mid-August

On break until mid-August

Interested in starting a small group? Need assistance finding a group?
Contact Pastor Darren Carter at 03-571-6803 ext:2224
or pastordarren@vefellowship.com

Announcements

Cell Group Feature
Emmanuel Cell Groups 1 & 2
We meet every Friday evening at 8pm and 8.30pm. we focus on
fellowship and how to apply the word of God in our lives
through the four W's – Welcome, Worship, Word, and Works.
We meet every Friday at 8:00 PM (Emmanuel 1) and 8:30
(Emmanuel 2)



VEF is searching for a new secretary. A successful candidate must have good communication skills, ability to communicate in English and Mandarin, and a servant’s
heart. A more detailed job description is available at www.vefellowship.com or
talk to Pastor John or Pastor Darren.



Today is the last day of Children’s Sunday School. Thank you to Yann Mey and
Erica for your leadership and coordination. We are recruiting for teachers and
leaders for next year. Sunday school doesn’t just happen it takes people to step
forward and volunteer. Please talk to Pastor John about volunteering for the new
semester starting in September.



Children will be with their parents during the music and be dismissed to their class
before the sermon. We have three classes—the Lambs (pre-school: 4-6 years old) classroom B105; the Eagles (Grades 1-3) - classroom B103-B104; and the Lions
(Grades 4-6) - classrooms B102. We also have a staffed nursery (B101). Classes will
resume in September.



VEF Needs you! We are always in need of musicians, keyboard players, drummers,
vocalists, Sunday school teachers, youth group volunteer, etc. Register online at
www.vefellowship.com/home/serving/



Men’s prayer breakfast (Thursdays) will be suspended for the summer months. It
will resume in mid-August.

Contact Bih Qui Tiang or Esther Chen for more information.

Vacation Bible School is coming! VEF will be holding its annual Vacation Bible
School August 14-16. VBS is for all ages. Ages 4 to students in Grade 6 are
welcome to attend and for those older than that we need lots of volunteers
to help with the program. If you are willing to help volunteer (especially with
crafts) please contact David Dyck as soon as possible at Dtdyck67@gmail.com
or 0966-086-635. .

This Week Volunteer Workers
9AM: Set-up and Greeters: Yinan, Candy — Worship Team: Edmund, Elisa, Fiona, Jan, Yao —
PPT: Bachir — Sound: Bih Qui
1:30PM: Set-up and Greeters: TBA— Worship Team: Jack, Thomas, — PPT: Claude — Sound:
Tim Y

Next Week:
9AM: Set-up and Greeters: Jonathan, Yeonjoo — Worship Team: Bob, Lindi, Angel, Dennis,
Serge — PPT: Kristy — Sound: Jeff Y
1:30PM: Set-up and Greeters: TBA— Worship Team: Videos — PPT: TBA — Sound: TBA

•
•
•
•
•
•

Last Sunday's (6/23)
Morning Worship attendance – 100
Afternoon Worship attendance— 30
Sunday School attendance –
Offering - $19,700
YTD Giving - $ 1,605,216
Remaining amount needed to meet budget - $67,671( weekly giving)

How to pay tithes by Wire Transfer
You can transfer your offerings to Victory's Postal account , the bank code is 700,
follow by the account number - 0061021 0478485. Contact Pastor John or Yu-Hwa
at yhwang217@yahoo.com.tw the first time you make a transfer to make sure the
money goes into the VEF account.

How Not to Respond to Doubt
Article by Kaitlin Miller
A friend recently shared with me that her 9-year-old son came to her the night before with tears streaming down his face,
saying, “Mom, I need to tell you something, but I’m scared.”
After she insisted that he could tell her anything, he admitted that he had unintentionally stumbled upon some compelling
YouTube videos claiming to have disproved creationism, the existence of God, and by extension, Christianity, through
science, history, and reason. He now no longer knew if he believed it was all true.
My heart both sank and soared in response — sank with compassion for her son’s early encounter with the agony of
doubt, which all believers eventually face to some degree, yet soared with hope for the stability and steadfastness that
God can bring to faith built on a firm foundation of investigated, tested, thoughtfully trusted truth (Colossians 1:23).
I cringed, however, when she told me her response. “And so,” she confidently assured me, “I told him there are some
things we can never understand, but just have to believe — and that’s faith.”
What Our Responses Say
While my friend undoubtedly had the best intentions at heart, it made me wonder whether she had ever struggled with
questions and doubts similar to those her son was facing. Perhaps she is so deeply convinced of truth by the testimony of
Scripture and her relationship with the Truth himself (John 14:6) that her confidence in the light overpowers any skepticism in the shadows. Maybe she has even been entrusted with the spiritual gift of faith (1 Corinthians 12:9). If so, what a
gracious and praiseworthy gift from God alone (Romans 12:3).
But for those daunted by the giants in the land of faith — giants that may come in the forms of anti-creationism scientists,
atheist philosophers, or persuasive documentaries — suppressing or avoiding unaddressed questions allows the infection
of doubt to fester in a dark and untreated place.
Even worse, it may lead those who doubt to assume Christianity has never been able to produce compelling responses to
these questions, overlooking the lifelines of shockingly scholarly, rational, credible resources of apologetics that argue for
the reasonableness of faith in God, the irrationality of atheism, and the matchless wisdom of the cross.
How Not to Respond to Doubt
Whether it’s the doubts of a child, coworker, neighbor, fellow church member, or friend, there are both helpful and unhelpful ways to respond. First, here are three ways not to respond.
1. Shame them.
Rather than make others feel ashamed or isolated as the only ones with questions, concerns, or uncertainties, we should
remember that we are all tempted to unbelief in various ways. Just as Jesus responded with compassion toward those who
were harassed and helpless (Matthew 9:36), we also should see those with doubts as the very ones Jesus came to seek and
to save (Luke 19:10), remembering that he came not for the healthy, but for the sick (Mark 2:17).

2. Ignore them.
Often, when we tell others to “just believe,” it seems as though we’re urging them to suppress their doubts, when in reality, Scripture is filled with invitations to “come and see,” encouraging skeptics to seek for truth.
These invitations were given to the shepherds at Bethlehem (Luke 2:11–12), to Nathanael questioning whether anything
good could come from Nazareth (John 1:46), to John the Baptist’s disciples wondering whether Jesus was really the
promised Messiah (Luke 7:20–22), to the Samaritans after Jesus’s encounter with the woman at the well (John 4:29), to
the first visitors of the tomb (Matthew 28:6), and to Jesus’s own disciple Thomas who refused to believe Jesus rose from
the dead (John 20:27).
Just as we would want followers of other religions to carefully examine any doubts they had about their own false beliefs,
so we also must be willing to encourage the investigation even of Christian doubts in order to construct a stronger, more
reliable infrastructure of faith.

3. Fear them.
As believers, we have nothing to fear in the wholehearted quest for truth. Just as David went forth to fight Goliath in
God’s strength (1 Samuel 17:26), we also — equipped with God’s wisdom and power — can rush toward the giant of
doubt in confidence rather than cowering in fear upon hills of unbelief.
How to Respond to Doubts
So what posture should we take when responding to our 9-year-old (or someone else whom we love) who struggles with
doubt?
With Humility
Be quick to admit you do not have all the answers, relieving yourself from a daunting and unrealistic expectation you
were never intended to bear. Instead, be ready to share reasons for the hope you do have (1 Peter 3:15). Be slow to speak
with defensiveness, but quick to listen with empathy to their reasons for doubt (James 1:19).
For concerns you cannot immediately answer, resolve to search out the questions together. For both you and for them,
digging out the treasures of wisdom and knowledge hidden in God’s mystery of Christ will strengthen faith, train us in
how to wrestle with future doubts, and equip us for conversations with others facing the same questions in the future.
With Reason
The enemy does some of his best work in areas of murky, complicated, disorienting darkness. In discussions of faith,
rather than jumping from one scattered issue to the next or repeatedly gravitating to the same dead ends, seek out order
and progression in every conversation — even willing to start with the most basic mutually agreed-upon truth before
following sequential steps of reason to the next.
For example, you can begin by agreeing that no one evades faith in this life. Even atheism is faith, and in fact, we believe
atheism is a more far-fetched, unfounded, blindly trusted faith than our own. From there, we can evaluate different faiths,
especially the claims of the Bible.
With Resolve
Determine not to be taken captive by the tossing winds and waves of doctrine, philosophy, human cunning, and deceitful
schemes (Ephesians 4:14; Colossians 2:8), endlessly cycling through currents of “analysis paralysis” with no intention of
ever reaching a conclusion. As Elijah challenged the people of Israel, we must eventually stop limping between opinions
and choose whom we will follow (1 Kings 18:21) — either the shifting lies and man-made gods of this world, or the
uncreated, unchanging God of truth.
With the ultimate goal of being built up in faith (Colossians 2:7), we can face doubts with confidence in God’s promise
that we will find him when we seek with all our hearts (Jeremiah 29:13).
Pursuing the God of Truth
As my friend and I talked more that day, I was able to share the children’s version of a resource that proved tremendously
helpful for me: Case for Christ for Kids. Her son devoured it. At any age, books like these can help strengthen our shields
of faith against the arrows of public-school classroom debates, conversations with unbelieving friends, universalistic
college professors, and anti-gospel arguments.
Ultimately, scholarly knowledge, logical arguments, and persuasive communicators themselves can never be depended on
to produce belief. God alone graciously gives us saving faith (Ephesians 2:8), his word (Romans 10:17), and his Spirit of
revelation to impart saving knowledge of himself (Ephesians 1:17–18).
But just like the eunuch with Philip (Acts 8:26–35), Ananias with Saul (Acts 9:10–18), and Jesus himself with the Emmaus-road disciples (Luke 24:13–27), God may use our knowledge, logic, and conversations to make straight the way of
the Lord right into darkened minds and hardened hearts (Ephesians 4:18). Rather than judging, avoiding, or cowering
from others’ doubts, we can lock arms in the fellow pursuit of truth and run with perseverance the race set before us,
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the very founder and perfecter of our faith (Hebrews 12:2), who prays it will not fail at any point
along the way (Luke 22:32).
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/how-not-to-respond-to-doubt

