UPCOMING EVENTS
August 6-13—Japan STM—Team 2
August 14-16—VBS (Vacation Bible School)
August 18—VBS Program and Potluck (no Cafe VEF at 1:30)
September 1 — Sunday School Resumes
September 8 — Epic of Eden Resumes
October 20 — Adult & Teen class on Cults begins (tentative)

How to pay tithes by Wire Transfer
You can transfer your offerings to Victory's Postal account , the bank code is 700, follow by
the account number - 0061021 0478485. Contact Pastor John or Yu-Hwa
at yhwang217@yahoo.com.tw the first time you make a transfer to make sure the money
goes into the VEF account.

Next Week: Jeff Case

Sermon: “One Way: Jesus!”
Pastor Darren Carter

Small Groups of VEF

Order of Service
Your Name

Call To Praise / Opening
Call to Worship

Isaiah 44:6-8

Worship in Song

Cornerstone
John 10:22-30

Scripture Reading
Worship in Song
Welcome & Announcements
Message: One Way: Jesus!
1 Peter 2:24, John 14:6

By Faith
Grace on top of Grace
One Way
Pastor Darren Carter
Pastor Darren Carter

Benediction
1:30 Service

Time

Meeting Place

Leader

Contact Number & Email

TUE
17:30

NCTU
Engineering Building 3 EC543

Maria

mariayuang@gmail.com

THU
07:00

Men’s Breakfast
Ikari Coffee
738 Guangfu Road

Jeff

FRI
11:00

Korean Women’s Group
Victory –B1-102

Hayoung
Ko

0966 266 041
jspaek70@gmail.com

FRI
19:30

Youth Group
Victory –8F

Linus Lu

0989-543-486 shihlien.lu@gmail.com

FRI
19:30

Indonesian Group
Victory –6F

Timothy
William

0909-335-550
moimoipalamoi@gmail.com

FRI
20:00

Emmanuel Group I
Puding 3rd Road

Bih Qui
Tiang

0966-545-764
bihqui@gmail.com

FRI
20:00

Barnabas Group

Japie
Kruger

Japie.kruger@gmail.com

FRI
20:30

Emmanuel Group II
Longshan East Rd

Esther
Chen

0975-339-713
estherchen13@gmail.com

SUN
11:00

Epic of Eden Bible Study
Victory–B1-103

Pastor
Darren

pastordarren@vefellowship.com

SUN
11:00

Family Bible Study
Victory—B104

Pastor
John

vefpastor@gmail.com

SUN
11:00

Korean Group
Victory - B102

Jonathan
Eun

0920-729-307
joe003e@hanmail.net

On Break until Fall Semester
0987-378-323 jacase767@yahoo.com

On break until mid-August

On Break until Fall Semester

On break until mid-August

Interested in starting a small group? Need assistance finding a group?
Contact Pastor Darren Carter at 03-571-6803 ext:2224
or pastordarren@vefellowship.com

Announcements


VEF is searching for a new secretary. A successful candidate must have good communication skills, ability to communicate in English and Mandarin, and a servant’s
heart. A more detailed job description is available at www.vefellowship.com or
talk to Pastor John or Pastor Darren.



Children’s Sunday School has been suspended for summer. Classes will resume in
September.



VEF Needs you! We are always in need of musicians, keyboard players, drummers,
vocalists, Sunday school teachers, youth group volunteer, etc. Register online at
www.vefellowship.com/home/serving/



Men’s prayer breakfast (Thursdays) will be suspended for the summer months. It
will resume in mid-August.



There will Be a Church Potluck on August 18 at 11:00 following the morning
service. Bring a food dish and a friend! There will be no afternoon service on
August 18



There will be no afternoon service on August 18

VBS NEWS:
Ages 4 to students in Grade 6 are welcome to attend, and
for those older than that we need lots of volunteers
to help with the program. If you are willing to help
volunteer, please contact David Dyck as soon as possible
at Dtdyck67@gmail.com or 0966-086-635.
This Week Volunteer Workers
9AM: Set-up and Greeters: Yinan, Candy — Worship Team: Edmund, Fiona, Jay, Karen, Yi
Ching — PPT: Kristy — Sound: Bih Qui
1:30PM: Set-up and Greeters: TBA— Worship Team: Videos — PPT: TBA — Sound: TBA.

Next Week:
9AM: Set-up and Greeters: Jonathan, Esther — Worship Team: Dora, Anne, Jan, Jessie, Ian —
PPT: Sam L. — Sound: Steven Chiu
1:30PM: Set-up and Greeters: Tim and Co. — Worship Team: Tim W., Dennis, Irene, Jack,
Yohanes — PPT: Tim Y — Sound: Tim Y.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Last Sunday's (7/14)
Morning Worship attendance – 145
Afternoon Worship attendance— 20
Sunday School attendance – n/a
Offering - $19,400
YTD Giving - $ 1,874,466
Remaining amount needed to meet budget - $70,675 (weekly giving)

How to pay tithes by Wire Transfer
You can transfer your offerings to Victory's Postal account , the bank code is 700,
follow by the account number - 0061021 0478485. Contact Pastor John or Yu-Hwa
at yhwang217@yahoo.com.tw the first time you make a transfer to make sure the
money goes into the VEF account.

Countering Common Arguments against the Resurrection
The “swoon” theory
Premise: Jesus did not actually die, but He went into a deep coma (or “swoon”) from the
severe pain and trauma of the Crucifixion. However, in the cool atmosphere of the tomb,
He “revived” and was somehow able to get out of the strips of cloth wrapped tightly
around His body and appear to His disciples.
Rebuttal: Remember, the Roman guards were actually the first to report Jesus’ death
(John 19:33–37). They were experts at execution and would be put to death themselves
if they allowed a condemned man to escape death. They were so certain that Jesus was
dead, they did not even bother to break His legs. And when the spear they thrust into
Jesus’ side brought forth blood and water, they had final proof of His death, for this occurs when the heart stops beating.
Also, for the “swoon” theory to be valid, Jesus would have had to survive massive loss
of blood through the scourging, the nail wounds, and the spear thrust. In addition, in this
impossibly weakened condition…
He would have had to endure 40 hours without food or drink, manage to unwrap Himself
from His grave clothes, and roll away the massive stone closing the tomb—and then
convince His followers that He had risen from the dead.
He would have had to travel countless miles in that condition to make many appearances to His disciples over a period of 40 days.
He would have had to delude the disciples into thinking that He could simply appear in a
room without the use of a door.
This theory is so absurd, it really doesn’t deserve to be dignified with a response. Yet
there are some who would conveniently hang their doubt on it.
The “no burial” theory
Premise: Jesus was never put in the tomb to begin with. Instead, He was thrown into a
mass grave for criminals, according to Roman custom.
Rebuttal: If this were true, neither the Jewish leaders or the Roman soldiers would have
bothered to seal the tomb knowing His body was not in there (Matthew 27:62–66).
Moreover, to disprove Jesus’ resurrection, they would only have had to retrieve the
body and put it on display.
The “mass hallucination” theory
Premise: Everyone who claimed to see the risen Lord was hallucinating out of an earnest desire to see Jesus alive again.
Rebuttal: Jesus’ disciples had not expected to see Him alive again (Mark 16:10–11). It
came as a complete and total shock to them. Scripture also tells us that 500 people saw
Him on one occasion alone.
Ironically, the nonbelievers initially had more faith in the words of Jesus than His own
disciples. The chief priests and Pharisees came to see Pilate and said, “Sir, we remember, while He was still alive, how that deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise.’ Therefore, command that the tomb be made secure until the third day, lest His disciples come
by night and steal Him away, and say to the people, ‘He has risen from the dead.’ So the
last deception will be worse than the first” (Matthew 27:63–64). They remembered Jesus’ words concerning the Resurrection, while the disciples had apparently forgotten
them!

Christ’s resurrection is not a lie.

If the resurrection of Jesus Christ was a lie, how could all of the apostles—with the exception of one man—go to an early grave saying so? According to church history and
tradition, all of them died the death of a martyr.
• Peter: In Rome, Peter was severely scourged and then crucified. He asked to be
crucified upside down, not upright like Jesus.
• Andrew (Brother of Peter): Andrew was martyred in Patrae, Achaia. It was there that
he was bound to an x-shaped cross and crucified. He preached to his persecutors until
he died.
• James (Son of Zebedee): James was the first of the apostles to be martyred. His
death is the only martyrdom of the apostles mentioned in the New Testament (see Acts
12:2). Herod Agrippa I, the grandson of Herod the Great, was responsible for beheading
James.
• John (Brother of James): Tradition tells us John was put in a caldron of boiling oil,
but the oil mysteriously did no harm to John. Afterward, he was banished to Patmos.
Though John was sentenced to death because of his faith, he was the only apostle who
did not die for his belief in the risen Christ.
• Philip: This apostle was martyred in Helipolis. He was scourged and later crucified.
• Bartholomew (Nathanael): According to the “Martyrdom of St. Bartholomew,” he
was put in a sack and thrown into the sea. Another tradition states he was crucified upside down after being flayed alive.
• Thomas: This apostle of Christ was run through the body with a lance in India.
• Matthew (Levi): Matthew was slain in distant Ethiopia.
• James (Son of Alphaeus): The apostle James was stoned and was then beaten to
death with a club.
• Judas, Son of James (Thaddaeus): Church tradition is not clear on the martyrdom of
this apostle. One tradition states he was crucified, while another tradition claims he was
shot to death with arrows.
• Simon (the Zealot): Tradition states Simon was crucified in Britain after preaching
the gospel there.
If his life would have been spared, don’t you think at least one of them would have suddenly exposed such a lie under threat of death? Of course he would have! But they did
not expose it because it was not a lie—it was truth.
Jesus’ enemies would not have stolen His body because His resurrection was the very
thing they were trying to prevent. It would have defeated their own purposes to do so. If
they had taken it, they would have produced it to prove that He was no longer alive.

https://harvest.org/know-god-article/countering-common-arguments-against-the-resurrection/

For Group Discussion:
Read and discuss each of the common arguments in your groups. Before reading the
rebuttals, try to counter them in your groups (roleplay might be fun!) Then read and discuss the rebuttals.

