UPCOMING EVENTS
October 19 — Church Picnic @ Gangnan Scenic Area 3PM
October 20—Cross-cultural Marriage Group (13:00—B106)
October 27 — Cults class begins (11:00—B104)
November 3—Third Culture Kids Support Group (13:00-B106)
November 24—VEF Thanksgiving Potluck—17:00 in B1
December 24—Christmas Eve Candlelight Service in B1—19:30

Next Week: Japan Short Term Mission Sharing

Order of Service
Call To Praise / Opening
Call to Worship
Worship in Song

Isaiah 49:6-7

Time

Meeting Place

Leader

Contact Number & Email

TUE
17:30

NCTU
Engineering Building 3 EC543

Maria

mariayuang@gmail.com

THU
07:00

Men’s Breakfast
Ikari Coffee
738 Guangfu Road

Jeff

0987 378 323
jacase767@yahoo.com

Peter Park

FRI
11:00

Korean Women’s Group
Victory –B1-102

Hayoung
Ko

0966 266 041
jspaek70@gmail.com

FRI
19:30

Youth Group
Victory –8F

Linus Lu

Steven Choi

0989-543-486
shihlien.lu@gmail.com

FRI
19:30

Indonesian Group
Victory –6F

Timothy
William

0909335550
moimoipalamoi@gmail.com

FRI
20:00

Emmanuel Group
Puding 3rd Road

Bih Qui
Tiang

0966-545-764
bihqui@gmail.com

FRI
20:00

Barnabas CG
Guanxin Area

Japie
Kruger

Japie.kruger@gmail.com

SUN
11:00

Epic of Eden Bible Study
Victory–B1-104

Pastor
Darren

pastordarren@vefellowship.com

SUN
11:00

Family Bible Study
Victory—B105-106

Pastor
John

vefpastor@gmail.com

SUN
11:00

Korean Group
Victory - B102

Jonathan
Eun

0920 729 307
joe003e@hanmail.net

Lord Reign in Me
Everlasting God

Scripture Reading
Worship in Song

Small Groups of VEF

Blessed Assurance

1 Timothy 2:1-6
As the Deer
Shout to the Lord

Sunday School Dismissal
Announcements and Greetings

Message:
Benediction

Pastor John Olson

Interested in starting a small group? Need assistance finding a group?
Contact Pastor Darren Carter at 03-571-6803 ext:2224
or pastordarren@vefellowship.com

Announcements

Cell Group Feature



VEF is searching for a new secretary. A successful candidate must have good communication skills, ability to communicate in English and Mandarin, and a servant’s
heart. A more detailed job description is available at www.vefellowship.com or
talk to Pastor John or Pastor Darren.



VEF Children’s Sunday school has started. Children will attend the worship service
with their parents through the music and be dismissed before the sermon begins.
We have 4 classes—Preschool: Lambs (4-6 years old—must be 4 by Sept. 1, 2019)
—B103; G1-G2: Ravens—B105-106; G3-G4: Eagles—B102); G5--G6: Lions—B104).



Bible Study Fellowship meets each week to study the "Acts and Letters of the
Apostles". Men will meet on Tuesday nights and Women will meet on Wednesday
mornings and evenings. Please see Jeff Case (jacase767@gmail.com) or Michelle
Lin (michelle_lin@hotmail.com).



VEF has a youth Sunday school (junior high and high school students) that meets in
B103 from 11:00-12:00. Please talk to Pastor John for more information.



There will be a VEF picnic to the Gangnan Scenic Area 港南濱海風景區 on Saturday, Oct. 19 starting at 15:00. This area has a playground for children, bicycles for
rent, bathrooms, and a couple of restaurants. Please bring a lunch for yourself.



Esta Gracia will be leading a group meeting for people in cross-cultural marriages
on Sunday, October 20th from 13:00-14:30 in B106. The Third Culture Kid (TCK)
support group will meet on Sunday, November 3rd from 13:00-14:30 in B106.

Korean Group
안녕하세요 We meet every Sunday after Church and focus on
the pastor’s sermon that day, through discussion and sharing
each others’ opinions and experiences freely. Our activities
also include singing worship songs and eating lunch together.
We welcome anyone who can speak and understand Korean!

Korean Women’s Group
We meet Friday mornings at Victory Church

This Week Volunteer Workers
9AM: Set-up and Greeters: Sophia, Candy— Worship Team: Bob, Naomi, Acquah, Theresa—
PPT: Casper K. Jr., — Sound: Mario / Casper K.

Next Week:
9AM: Set-up and Greeters: Jonathan, Yeonjoo— Worship Team: Lindi, Cindy, Jay, Grace— PPT:
Sam L. — Sound: Yinan

•
•
•
•
•
•

Last Sunday's (10/6)
Morning Worship attendance – 150
Afternoon Worship attendance— 50
Sunday School attendance – 43
Offering - $ 84,900
YTD Giving - $2,568,503
Remaining amount needed to meet budget - 931,497 ($77,625 weekly giving)

How to pay tithes by Wire Transfer
You can transfer your offerings to Victory's Postal account , the bank code is 700, follow by
the account number - 0061021 0478485. Contact us at 03-571-6803 or Yu-Hwa
at yhwang217@yahoo.com.tw. Please make sure to contact one of them to make sure the
money goes into the VEF account and transfer was properly made.

Vietnam: A Land of Great Food, but Extraordinary Christian Faith
Vietnamese Christians have a unique understanding of their world and courage to do what needs doing.
BRIAN C. STILLER
Aromas from open kitchens scent the night air as I walk the narrow streets of old Hanoi. It’s time for evening dinner: Sidewalk restaurants filled with children and adults spill out their happy chatter, all busy with
eating in one of my favorite places in the world.
Anthony Bourdain, the recently deceased gourmet globe trotter for CNN, named Vietnam as among his
most loved countries: “The food, culture, landscape and smells—they’re all inseparable.” In his 2016 series
the camera catches him on a low seat in a noodle restaurant, just off the street, not only inquiring about
spices and noodles, but life. His pictures crossed my mind as I strolled that evening.
Vietnam also carries with it other memories: bombers dropping their destructive ordnances on unsuspecting villagers and soldiers creeping through jungles. Those wasted years are powerfully captured by
Ken Burns and Lynn Novick in their recent 10-part series chronicling the Vietnam War.
Their pictures and interviews remind us of a fiercely patriotic Vietnamese people who faced down the
impositions of France and the USA, whose involvement was fueled by the West’s belief in the “domino
theory,” a view that posited that if Communism took over Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, then Myanmar and
Thailand would fall, followed by the rest of southeast Asia.
Five borders frame my understanding of the evangelical church in Vietnam.
It’s still north and south
Post French and USA occupation, Vietnam still is “north” and “south,” separate parts of the whole, each
holding onto distinctive factors not unlike other countries: Different accents, dialects, and regional uniqueness.
The 1954 Geneva Accords between the French and the Vietnamese allowed migration between north and
south. Thousands of Christians, especially Catholics, took the opportunity and fled into the south, fearing
rightly that the north would suppress faith. A decade later, the Americans stepped in and attempted to
keep the Communist faction of Ho Chi Minh in the north and promote a democratic nation in the south.
This geographic division finds its way today into the evangelical church.
The evangelical church was planted 100 years ago
In the early 1900s, the Christian and Missionary Alliance (C&MA) planted churches, trained pastors, translated the Bible, and raised up indigenous leaders—all essential factors in rooting the gospel in a world
where it survived through Communist rule and civil war and today thrives.
The evangelical (or Protestant) church is dominated by the Evangelical Church of Vietnam (ECVN), often
referred to as the C&MA. Of the 1.7 million evangelicals, one million are members of the ECVN. Yet there
is a clear division of regions within the body between north and south. They both have their own respective denominations and leadership, and while of common origin, each has its own ways and views.
For example, the ECVN-South is inclined to stay to itself, led by a strong denominational leadership influencing pastors and churches. The north (ECVN-North) more freely joins in events and strategies with pastors and churches from other denominations, especially with Pentecostals and Charismatics.
The 1988 Revival
In 1988, an outpouring of Spirit-led revival changed the face of evangelicalism. This spiritual renaissance
created fractures, especially in the south. Not unlike what happened elsewhere in church communities
when a Pentecostal-style renewal broke out, division and misunderstanding were created.
Today, house churches are grouped under various denominational and independent forms. Their distance
from the main church body—the ECVN—is clearly more pronounced in the south.
Jesus among the Hmong
A people living in the Northwestern Highlands, the ethnic Hmong numbering one million, were remarkably
introduced to the gospel by radio in the late 1980s. Today, 40 percent are Christian. Seb Rumsby writing
in The Diplomat points out,

Surprisingly, no foreign missionaries were physically present in Vietnam’s highlands when Christianity
started to spread in the late 1980s. Instead, villagers stumbled across a Hmong-language evangelistic radio
program broadcast from Manila. Thrilled by hearing their own language on air, Hmong listeners told neighbors and relatives to tune in as the message spread like wildfire.
The Hmong are part of a large ethnic grouping of several million straddling the borders of China, Vietnam,
Laos, Thailand, and Myanmar.
Government laws in managing religion
Persecution comes in different forms: Official harassment, shutting down churches, restrictions of pastoral
training, imprisonment, the loss of life, and social pressure by family and community.
Communist Vietnam remains burdened by an ideology which requires the state to carefully watch and
manage religion. A long series of decrees on religion were for the first time this year combined and elevated to the level of law.
In January 2018, the Law on Belief and Religion was passed by the National Assembly and took effect.
Some religious leaders argue that it is more intrusive and controlling even than previous decrees. One
critic observed that a modest-sized church would need a full-time compliance secretary to abide by the
new 30-page law. An accompanying implementing decree provides 53 separate forms for asking for various permissions.
The Interfaith Council of Vietnam, made up of 27 council members from Buddhist, Cao Dai, Christian, and
Hoa Hoa communities noted, "As spiritual leaders struggling for religions' independence and the people's
human and civil rights, we completely reject the draft law that the communist government is using the
National Assembly to approve and impose."
There has especially been government reaction to the growth of the church among the Hmong. Authorities
harass and publish literature decrying them, with such activities often more prominent in rural areas. Evident concern is that as the church grows in countries such as China, the political fear is over right of assembly, as churches represent a well-organized, growing demography with a radically different and threatening worldview.
The resilience of the churches
Within a bruised country full of scarred people is a resilient church. Buffeted by government policy, the
church is affected, not surprisingly, having lived for decades within a culture that has bred mistrust, fear,
and intrigue.
Even so, stories abound of courage and Spirit-driven boldness. Reg Reimer tells us of Rev. Dang Van Sung
and his wife, Mrs. Diep Thi Do. In 1953, they went to work with the Stieng minority tribe in Binh Phuoc
province. Just before Communist forces captured the area in April 1975, he was taken prisoner and never
heard from again.
For six years, Mrs. Diep went into hiding, unable and afraid to contact any local Christians. Eventually she
surfaced, and one day while in the market she met a group of Christians. Recognizing her, they pled with
her to become their pastor.
She did more than that. Battling the government, she pressed the Communist state to open closed churches. In time, they agreed. In Phuc Long, she built a church seating 2,000, the largest church building in the
country at the time. When she died, she was overseeing the construction of a three-story school building.
At her funeral, 4,000 people showed up, a manifest applause for a woman of faith, widow, pastor, and
builder who called herself “only a little woman.”
It reminds me…
There are many parallels between Vietnam and the early church: Persecution mixed with the miraculous,
courage alongside martyrdom, preaching of the gospel sidetracked by contrarian personalities, huddled
believers in hidden churches, yet in other places, large public celebratory events. Some church leaders
oppose unity yet are overshadowed by others who, with a wider and more inclusive vision of Christ’s kingdom, invite unity.

