UPCOMING EVENTS
October 6—TCK Parents’ Group (13:00—B104)
October 19 — Church Picnic @ Gangnan Scenic Area 3PM
October 20—Cross-cultural Marriage Group (13:00—B104)
October 27 — Cults class begins (11:00—B104)
November 24—VEF Thanksgiving Potluck—17:00 in B1
December 24—Christmas Eve Candlelight Service in B1

Next Week: Steven Choi

Order of Service
Call To Praise / Opening
Call to Worship
Worship in Song

Psalm 98:1-3

Time

Meeting Place

Leader

Contact Number & Email

TUE
17:30

NCTU
Engineering Building 3 EC543

Maria

mariayuang@gmail.com

THU
07:00

Men’s Breakfast
Ikari Coffee
738 Guangfu Road

Jeff

0987 378 323
jacase767@yahoo.com

Peter Park

FRI
11:00

Korean Women’s Group
Victory –B1-102

Hayoung
Ko

0966 266 041
jspaek70@gmail.com

FRI
19:30

Youth Group
Victory –8F

Linus Lu

Pastor Darren Carter

0989-543-486
shihlien.lu@gmail.com

FRI
19:30

Indonesian Group
Victory –6F

Timothy
William

0909335550
moimoipalamoi@gmail.com

FRI
20:00

Emmanuel Group
Puding 3rd Road

Bih Qui
Tiang

0966-545-764
bihqui@gmail.com

FRI
20:00

Barnabas CG
Guanxin Area

Japie
Kruger

Japie.kruger@gmail.com

SUN
11:00

Epic of Eden Bible Study
Victory–B1-104

Pastor
Darren

pastordarren@vefellowship.com

SUN
11:00

Family Bible Study
Victory—B105-106

Pastor
John

vefpastor@gmail.com

SUN
11:00

Korean Group
Victory - B102

Jonathan
Eun

0920 729 307
joe003e@hanmail.net

This is Amazing Grace
Forever

Scripture Reading
Worship in Song

Small Groups of VEF

Your Name

1 John 1:5-9
Before the Throne of God Above
The Lord is my Salvation

Sunday School Dismissal
Announcements and Greetings

Message: “Pardon”
Sharing Time

Steven Choi

Interested in starting a small group? Need assistance finding a group?
Contact Pastor Darren Carter at 03-571-6803 ext:2224
or pastordarren@vefellowship.com

Announcements

Cell Group Feature



VEF is searching for a new secretary. A successful candidate must have good communication skills, ability to communicate in English and Mandarin, and a servant’s
heart. A more detailed job description is available at www.vefellowship.com or
talk to Pastor John or Pastor Darren.



VEF Children’s Sunday school has started. Children will attend the worship service
with their parents through the music and be dismissed before the sermon begins.
We have 4 classes—Preschool: Lambs (4-6 years old—must be 4 by Sept. 1, 2019)
—B103; G1-G2: Ravens—B105-106; G3-G4: Eagles—B102); G5--G6: Lions—B104).



Bible Study Fellowship meets each week to study the "Acts and Letters of the
Apostles". Men will meet on Tuesday nights and Women will meet on Wednesday
mornings and evenings. Please see Jeff Case (jacase767@gmail.com) or Michelle
Lin (michelle_lin@hotmail.com).



VEF has a youth Sunday school (junior high and high school students) that meets in
B103 from 11:00-12:00. Please talk to Pastor John for more information.



There will be a VEF picnic to the Gangnan Scenic Area 港南濱海風景區 on Saturday, Oct. 19 starting at 15:00. This area has a playground for children, bicycles for
rent, bathrooms, and a couple of restaurants. Please bring a lunch for yourself.



Esta Gracia will be leading a group for parents of third-culture kids (TCKs) on Sunday, October 6th from 13:00-14:30 in B104. it will be a time where a short topic
related to TCKs will be introduced along, a discussion time among parents, and
closing in a time of prayer. There will also be a similar group meeting for people in
cross-cultural marriages on Sunday, October 20th from 13:00-14:30 in B104.

NCTU Bible Study
The purpose of the English Bible study group at NCTU is to minister international students at NCTU campus. Some faculty members also attend. We meet every Tuesday
afternoon, between 5:30pm-6:45pm, at Engineering Building #3, room #543.
The fellowship starts with 10-minute song-singing worship, followed by 50-min Bible
study, and ends with 15-min prayer requests and prayers.
Join us this semester as we continue our study in the book of Romans! For more
information please contact mariayuang@gmail.com

This Week Volunteer Workers
9AM: Set-up and Greeters: Sam & Susan— Worship Team: Edmund, Fiona, Cindy, Jan, Jessie,
Serge— PPT: Kristy — Sound: BihQui

Next Week:
9AM: Set-up and Greeters: Sophia, Candy— Worship Team: Bob, Naomi, Acquah, Theresa—
PPT: Casper K. Jr., — Sound: Mario / Casper K.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Last Sunday's (9/29)
Morning Worship attendance – 146
Afternoon Worship attendance— 58
Sunday School attendance – 46
Offering - $ 50,350
YTD Giving - $2,400,703
Remaining amount needed to meet budget - 1,099,297 ($84,561 weekly giving)

How to pay tithes by Wire Transfer
You can transfer your offerings to Victory's Postal account , the bank code is 700, follow by
the account number - 0061021 0478485. Contact Secretary Hubert Hsieh at 03-571-6803 or Yu
-Hwa at yhwang217@yahoo.com.tw. Please make sure to contact one of them to make sure
the money goes into the VEF account and transfer was properly made.

Selections from “Ask God to Forgive You, Not Excuse You
Five Lessons from C.S. Lewis”
(scan the QR Code for the full article)
God exists everywhere and everywhen. He is eternal and omnipresent. And not
only is he present everywhere, he is everywhere pursuing us. He is the hunter,
the king, the husband, approaching us at an infinite speed. Central to C.S. Lewis’s vision of the Christian life is the basic fact that we are always in God’s presence and pursuit.
This basic fact about reality yields a basic choice. We can either embrace and
welcome this reality, surrendering ourselves to this eternal, omnipresent, and
pursuing God, or we can vainly try to hide from him, to resist his advances, to
reject his offer. Thus, though it is true that we are always in God’s presence, it’s equally true that we are
perpetually called to come into God’s presence, to unveil ourselves to him.
A chief component of this unveiling is the confession of our sins. If we are to come into God’s presence, we
must come honestly. We must come as we are. And what we are is a bundle of sins, fears, needs, wants,
and anxieties, so our honesty and unveiling must include the confession of sins.
Lewis is aware that the confession of sin is difficult and fraught with danger. Thus, in a number of places,
he offers counsel on the perils and pitfalls of confessing our sins.

1. Beware of vague guilt.
One of the main hindrances to unveiling before God is a vague cloud of guilt that often hangs over us. And
vague guilt is particularly troublesome. For you can’t repent of vague sins; you can only repent of real
ones. And all real sins are specific sins.
This means that if you find yourself in the fog of vague guilt, begin by asking God to show you the details.
Press through the smoke to see if there is really a fire in there somewhere.
If you do, and you find yourself unable to discover any real concrete sin underneath the vague sense of
guilt, don’t feel compelled to go rummaging around until you do. Instead, treat the guilt like a vague buzzing noise in your ears — something to be endured as you continue to seek to unveil in God’s presence
(Lewis, Letters to Malcolm, 34).

2. Confess your sins quickly and specifically.
Other times, our reluctance to unveil is driven by the fact that we are guilty and we know exactly why. We
know what the guilt is about, and we’re trying to avoid the conviction. In such moments, we often also feel
that God is standing there, watching us hem and haw and dance and make excuses and saying to us, You
know you’re only wasting time. In such cases, the best solution is the simple one. If there’s a specific sin in
your life, confess it to God, clearly, honestly, and forthrightly, without using euphemisms (Lewis,
“Miserable Offenders,” in God in the Dock, 124).
3. Ask God to forgive you, not to excuse you.
Often when we ask God to forgive us, we are really asking him to excuse us. But according to Lewis, forgiveness and excusing are almost opposites (Lewis, “On Forgiveness,” in The Weight of Glory and Other
Addresses, 178–181). Forgiveness says, “You have done an evil thing; nevertheless, I will not hold it against
you.” Excusing says, “I see that you couldn’t help it or didn’t mean it; you weren’t really to blame.” Therefore, to excuse someone is to let that person off the hook because he didn’t really belong on the hook in
the first place. We refuse to blame someone for something that wasn’t his fault to begin with.
“Ask God to forgive you, not to excuse you.”
When it comes to God, Lewis notes, “What we call ‘asking God’s forgiveness’ very often really consists in
asking God to accept our excuses.” We want him to remember the extenuating circumstances that led us
to do what we did. We go away “imagining that we have repented and been forgiven when all that has
really happened is that we have satisfied ourselves with our own excuses.”

4. Don’t camp at the cesspool.
Some Christians have thought that one of the chief marks of Christian growth is a permanent and permanently horrified perception of one’s own internal corruption (Letters to Malcolm, 98). The true Christian’s
nostril is to be continually attentive to the inner stink. We feel that faithfulness demands pitching our tent
by the dark caves and slimy bogs of our hearts.
Lewis thinks this is a bad idea. But it’s not a bad idea because we’re not that corrupt. We are that corrupt.
All of us are worse than we think. Our hearts really are slimy. When you look in there, it’s true that there is
depth upon depth of self-love and sin. But Lewis commended an imaginative glimpse of our sinfulness, not
a permanent stare. The glimpse is enough to teach us sense, to humble us so that we don’t regard ourselves more highly than we ought. But the longer we stare, the more we run the risk of falling into despair.
Or worse, we might even begin to develop a tolerance for the cesspool, even a perverse kind of pride in
our hovel by the bog.

5. Surrender self-examination to God.
In our attempts to lay ourselves open to God’s view, we must remember that self-examination is really
God-examination. “Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! And see if
there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting!” (Psalm 139:23–24). This doesn’t
make us passive. We’re active, but our activity is mainly in opening ourselves up to divine inspection. Selfexamination is only safe when God’s hands are on the reins.
“You can’t repent of vague sins; you can only repent of real ones. And all real sins are specific sins.”
This is what this might look like. We surrender ourselves to God; we give Christ the keys to every room in
our heart. No dark closet held back. No basement corner off-limits. The whole house belongs to him (and
he is free to demolish, if he deems it best). We lay ourselves open before him and ask “for just so much
self-knowledge at the moment as [we] can bear and use at the moment” (Letters to Malcolm, 34). There
may be deeper sins, down in the black caves, that we don’t yet see. But perhaps we don’t see them because God knows we’re not ready to face them yet. We must learn to crawl before we can walk. God
wants us to complete boot camp before sending us off to war.
Questions for Discussion and Understanding:
1.

2.
3.
4.

5.

C.S. Lewis says “You can’t repent of vague sins” and that “real sins are specific sins.” What does this
mean? Have you seen any instances of this in the public world (think Governments, businesses and
athletic teams)?
Lewis says reluctance to unveil our sins is driven by the fact we are guilty and we know exactly why.
How do you act when conviction hits? What does the world do? What should we all do?
“Often when we ask God to forgive us, we are really asking him to excuse us. “ - do you believe this is
true? What is the motivation behind this mindset?
“The true Christian’s nostril is to be continually attentive to the inner stink. We feel that faithfulness
demands pitching our tent by the dark caves and slimy bogs of our hearts.” - The inner stink is an
interesting way to describe self-awareness! Most people are far quicker to observe the outer stink of
others. Have you ever experienced this? Discuss this concept.
In what way is Self examination God examination? What does this mean? How should it impact us
and our thoughts, words, and deeds?

