UPCOMING EVENTS

December 1—Third Culture Kid (TCK) Support Group—13:00-B106
December 11—Women’s Craft Day—18:30-21:30-Lobby 101
December 15—Co-Workers Appreciation Service & Meal—13:30-B1
December 24—Christmas Eve Candlelight Service in B1—19:30

Please turn your cell phone to silent mode
as you enter the sanctuary.

Please be sure to write your names clearly on the offering envelope.

“The Song of Hanna, The Song of Mary.”
Next Week: Pastor Darren Carter
“Ghosts of Christmas Past: Overcoming Offenses” - Col. 3:13

1 Samuel 2:1-10
Peter Park

Order of Service
Call To Praise / Opening
Call to Worship
Worship in Song
Advent Candle Lighting
Worship in Song
Sunday School Dismissal

Isaiah 6:1-3
O Little Town of Bethlehem
O Come, O Come Emmanuel
The Pienaar Family
Across the Lands
Endless Hallelujah

Benediction

Time

Meeting Place

Leader

Contact Number & Email

TUE
17:30

NCTU
Engineering Building 3 EC543

Maria

mariayuang@gmail.com

THU
07:00

Men’s Breakfast
Ikari Coffee
738 Guangfu Road

Jeff

0987 378 323
jacase767@yahoo.com

FRI
11:00

Korean Women’s Group
Victory –B1-102

Hayoung
Ko

0966 266 041
jspaek70@gmail.com

FRI
19:30

Youth Group
Victory –8F

Linus Lu

0989-543-486
shihlien.lu@gmail.com

FRI
19:30

Indonesian Group
Victory –6F

Timothy
William

0909335550
moimoipalamoi@gmail.com

FRI
20:00

Emmanuel Group
Puding 3rd Road

Bih Qui
Tiang

0966-545-764
bihqui@gmail.com

FRI
20:00

Barnabas CG
Guanxin Area

Japie
Kruger

Japie.kruger@gmail.com

SUN
11:00

Epic of Eden Bible Study
Victory–B1-104

Pastor
Darren

pastordarren@vefellowship.com

SUN
11:00

Family Bible Study
Victory—B105-106

Pastor
John

vefpastor@gmail.com

SUN
11:00

Korean Group
Victory - B102

Jonathan
Eun

0920 729 307
joe003e@hanmail.net

Pastor Darren

Announcements and Greetings
Worship in the Word:
“The Song of Hannah, the Song of Mary”

Small Groups of VEF

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Peter Park
Pastor John

Interested in starting a small group? Need assistance finding a group?
Contact Pastor Darren Carter at 03-571-6803 ext:2224
or pastordarren@vefellowship.com

Announcements


There will be a Women’s Craft Night on Wednesday, December 11 starting at 18:30 in the
welcome room in the lobby of Victory. Please contact Caristy Olson for more information.



VEF is searching for a new secretary. A successful candidate must have good communication skills, ability to communicate in English and Mandarin, and a servant’s heart. A more
detailed job description is available at www.vefellowship.com or talk to Pastor John or Pastor Darren.



VEF Children’s Sunday school meets each Sunday from 9:30-10:30. Children will attend the
worship service with their parents through the music and be dismissed before the sermon
begins. We have 4 classes—Preschool: Lambs (4-6 years old—must be 4 by Sept. 1, 2019)—
B103; G1-G2: Ravens—B105-106; G3-G4: Eagles—B102); G5--G6: Lions—B104).



Bible Study Fellowship meets each week to study the "Acts and Letters of the Apostles".
Men meet on Tuesday nights and women meet on Wednesday mornings and evenings.
Please talk to Jeff Case: jacase767@gmail.com or Michelle Lin: michelle_lin@hotmail.com.



VEF will be singing at the Hsinchu Christmas Market on December 14th at 12:00PM.
There will be 2 rehearsal times: once following the service today and on Dec. 8th from
10:30am-12:30pm in room B103-B104. Please contact Naomi Evans at
7evansnd@gmail.com or Grace Chang at gracechang0923@gmail.com if you are interested
or would like more information.



Cults Heresies and Orthodoxy is suspended for the Christmas Season. We will resume in
the New Year.



The Victory Hakka Fellowship is seeking volunteers to participate in their Christmas Music
Program on December 15th at 7PM. If you are interested in being part of this ministry,
please contact Mike Kittelson at mikedodi@hotmail.com

Cell Group Feature
Men’s Breakfast
Men, start your day right! Meet with other brothers for
fellowship over a simple breakfast as we share with each
other our victories and concerns. We will spend some
time in prayer together offering to God our praise and
petitions before starting out day each Thursday. We
meet at Ikari Coffee House near Mackay Hospital each
Thursday ay 7am till around 8:30am.

Epic Bible Study
Beginning February 9, 2020 in B104, a NEW Epic of Eden Series Bible Study—
Epic of Eden: Jonah. When most people think about the book of Jonah, they
think about a children’s story. Others think about a story they’ve heard so
many times there could not possibly be anything new to learn from it. Well
strap in, because this study is designed to prove all those assumptions wrong!
In the book of Jonah we find a professional holy man, a lifer in the faith who is
about to have the God he thinks he understands challenge him with an assignment that he can hardly get his brain around. In The Epic of Eden: Jonah, Dr.
Sandra Richter takes us on a journey through Jonah’s life that leads us all to
the place where we realize that our God is way bigger than we thought. Not
only will we learn everything we ever wanted to know about the brutal Assyrians of Nineveh, ancient seafaring ships, and large aquatic creatures, but we
will also be challenged with the same message that confronted Jonah. Are we
willing to let God be God, to move us out of our comfort zones, and embrace a
calling that might just take us to the edges of the world we know?

This Week Volunteer Workers
9AM: Set-up and Greeters: Susan, Sam — Worship Team: Caristy, Dora, Grace, Ian, Yi Ching —
PPT: Sam L— Sound: Steven

Next Week:
9AM: Set-up and Greeters: Jonathan, Yeonjoo — Worship Team: Lindi, Mone, Jay, Cindy —
PPT: Casper K. Jr.— Sound: Casper K.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Last Sunday's (11/24)
Morning Worship attendance – 136
Afternoon Worship attendance— 47
Sunday School attendance – 45
Offering - $ 197,720
YTD Giving - $3,019,604
Remaining amount needed to meet budget - $480,396($96,079 weekly giving)

How to pay tithes by Wire Transfer
You can transfer your offerings to Victory's Postal account , the bank code is 700, follow by
the account number - 0061021 0478485. Contact us at 03-571-6803 or Yu-Hwa
at yhwang217@yahoo.com.tw. Please make sure to contact one of them to make sure the
money goes into the VEF account and transfer was properly made.

The Song of Mary

Question: "What is the story of Hannah and Samuel?"
https://www.gotquestions.org/Hannah-and-Samuel.html

Answer: The account of Hannah and Samuel is found in 1 Samuel 1 and 2. Hannah was one of
two wives of a Jewish man named Elkanah. The other wife, Peninnah, had children, but Hannah
was unable to have children.
The Bible’s account of Hannah starts before Samuel was born. One year, Hannah traveled to
Shiloh where the tabernacle was. At the entrance of the tabernacle, she prayed for a child. She
made a vow, saying, “Lord Almighty, if you will only look on your servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the Lord for all the
days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head” (1 Samuel 1:11).
The priest Eli saw Hannah praying intensely but silently and, thinking she was drunk, rebuked
her. Once Hannah explained that she was praying, the priest blessed her and asked God to
grant her request. She returned home and was able to conceive. Hannah bore a son and named
him “Samuel,” which means “I have asked for him from the LORD” (1 Samuel 1:20).
Once Samuel was weaned (traditionally between the ages of 2 and 5), Hannah and Samuel travel to Shiloh, taking a sacrifice with them. After the sacrifice was offered, Hannah presents the
young Samuel to Eli and says, “I prayed for this child, and the Lord has granted me what I asked
of him. So now I give him to the Lord. For his whole life he will be given over to the Lord” (1
Samuel 1:27–28). The chapter concludes with Samuel worshiping the Lord at the tabernacle.

In 1 Samuel 2, Hannah offers a prayer of thanksgiving to God and returns home. It is then revealed that Eli’s sons were wicked men who did evil in the tabernacle. In contrast, “Samuel was
ministering before the Lord—a boy wearing a linen ephod” (1 Samuel 2:18). Hannah got to see
Samuel at least once a year; when she and her husband went up to offer the annual sacrifice,
Hannah would always take along a little robe for Samuel. And “Eli would bless Elkanah and his
wife, saying, ‘May the Lord give you children by this woman to take the place of the one she
prayed for and gave to the Lord.’ Then they would go home” (1 Samuel 2:20).
Hannah’s story ends with an answer to Eli’s prayer. First Samuel 2:21 says, “The Lord was gracious to Hannah; she gave birth to three sons and two daughters. Meanwhile, the boy Samuel
grew up in the presence of the Lord.” Hannah’s oldest son, Samuel, would go on to become the
spiritual leader of Israel. As the prophet and judge of the nation, Samuel would anoint the nation’s first two kings, Saul and David.
The story of Hannah and Samuel offers many important lessons for today. First, Hannah turned
to God in prayer during her time of need. Second, she praised and thanked God when He did
answer her prayer. Third, she kept her commitment to the Lord, even though it must have been
difficult. Fourth, God blessed Hannah beyond what she had asked. In the end, Hannah was not
only the mother of Samuel but of three other sons and two daughters. The story of Hannah and
Samuel has often been an inspiration and encouragement to women struggling with infertility or who for some reason are unable to have children. Though God does not always answer in
the same way, Hannah’s attitude of prayer and dependence on the Lord is a good example for
us today.

Mary was troubled. She had just heard the words, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with
you” (Lk. 1:28). Comforting words, it would seem, but startling because they were spoken by
an angel.
Mary was about to be presented with the most magnificent news ever, yet she was fearful.
And when the angel told her she would have a baby, she exclaimed, “How can this be, since I
do not know a man?” (v.34).
Those two facts about Mary—that she was troubled and that she questioned the angel—tell us
she was a person like us, with normal concerns.
Yet, after listening to the angel, Mary called herself “the maidservant of the Lord,” and she
said, “Let it be to me according to your word” (v.38). She was a humble, godly servant, with a
willingness to do God’s will.
We see more of Mary’s heart in her eloquent prayer, known as the Magnificat, the Song of
Mary (vv.46-55). Here she rejoiced in God’s holiness (v.49), His mercy (v.50), His strength (vv.51
-52), His care for the hungry (v.53), and His goodness to His people (vv.54-55).
We can learn from Mary to trust God despite our concerns and fears, and to praise Him for His
greatness. That’s what the song of Mary is all about.
God's unsearchable ways deserve our unbounded praise.
https://odb.org/1998/12/21/the-song-of-mary/

Discussion Questions
Do you have any Christmas traditions?
What does it mean that God is holy?

How does God appear to the “lowly”?
How is Hannah’s Prayer related to the birth/coming of Jesus?

