UPCOMING EVENTS

January 26—No Children’s Sunday school or Cafe VEF
February 2—No Children’s Sunday school
February 9—Children’s Sunday School Resumes
August 13-15—Vacation Bible School

January 19, 2020

Please turn your cell phone to silent mode as you
enter the sanctuary.


VEF has signed up for a subscription to RightNow Media—a Christian company that allows you to stream over 10,000 Bible Studies and Christian shows from many different
companies. If you would like to have access to this digital library please go to the following link or scan the QR code—https://forms.gle/TEJ9BcQtQgHEavcD9

“The Call”
Next Week: Pastor John Olson—”What is the Church”
1 Corinthians 12:12-27

1 Samuel 3:1-4, 19-4:1
Peter Park

Order of Service
Call To Praise / Opening
Call to Worship
Worship in Song
Scripture Reading
Worship in Song

Sunday School Dismissal

Romans 11:33-36
When I Look Into Your Holiness
Trust and Obey
Romans 12:1-8
I Surrender All
I Need Thee Every Hour
Pastor Darren Carter

Announcements and Greetings
Worship in the Word: “The Call”
1 Samuel 3:1-4, 19-4:1
Communion
Benediction

Small Groups of VEF

How Great is Our God

Peter Park
Pastor Darren Carter

Time

Meeting Place

Leader

Contact Number & Email

TUE
17:30

NCTU
Engineering Building 3 EC543

Maria

mariayuang@gmail.com

THU
07:00

Men’s Breakfast
Ikari Coffee
738 Guangfu Road

Jeff

0987 378 323
jacase767@yahoo.com

FRI
11:00

Korean Women’s Group
Victory –B1-102

Hayoung
Ko

0966 266 041
jspaek70@gmail.com

FRI
19:30

Youth Group
Victory –8F

Linus Lu

0989-543-486
shihlien.lu@gmail.com

FRI
19:30

Indonesian Group
Victory –6F

Timothy
William

0909335550
moimoipalamoi@gmail.com

FRI
20:00

Emmanuel Group
Puding 3rd Road

Bih Qui
Tiang

0966-545-764
bihqui@gmail.com

FRI
20:00

Barnabas CG
Guanxin Area

Japie
Kruger

Japie.kruger@gmail.com

SUN
11:00

Family Bible Study
Victory—B105-106

Pastor
John

vefpastor@gmail.com

SUN
11:00

Korean Group
Victory - B102

Jonathan
Eun

0920 729 307
joe003e@hanmail.net

SUN
11:00

Epic Bible Study: Cults
Victory—B104

Pastor
Darren

pastordarren@vefellowship.com

Interested in starting a small group? Need assistance finding a group?
Contact Pastor Darren Carter at 03-571-6803 ext:2224
or pastordarren@vefellowship.com

Announcements

Cell Group Feature



Children’s Sunday School will go on Winter Break starting next week January 26, and resume on February 9.



Epic of Eden Adult Sunday School Bible Study begins February 9 in B104. See Pastor Darren or scan the QR code inside the front cover of the bulletin for more information.



Victory is going to be having a church cleaning day this afternoon. This is a church-wide
activity (working together with the Chinese congregation) to help clean and take care of
the building that God has entrusted to us. Please meet in B1 at 3PM.



Bible Study Fellowship meets each week to study the "Acts and Letters of the Apostles".
Men meet on Tuesday nights and women meet on Wednesday mornings and evenings.
Please talk to Jeff Case: jacase767@gmail.com or Michelle Lin: michelle_lin@hotmail.com.



VEF has made the budget for 2019. Thank you for your generosity in giving. Please know
that your tithes and offerings go to helping the ministries of VEF. Thank you as well to “God
knows my name.”



Vacation Bible School will be on August 13-15, 2020. If you are willing to be a part of the
team that plans VBS please talk to Pastor John.



A pastoral search committee has been formed and has met . The search committee will
meet regularly to pray and look at applicants for the head English pastor position. When
the process is complete the committee will make a recommendation to the Victory Pastor/
Elder Personnel Board for approval. The search committee members are Jeff Case, Linus
Lu, Sam Yang, Bih Qui Tiang, Anne Fisher, Timothy Liu, Timothy William, and Japie Kruger. If
you have any questions or know of someone who might be a good fit for the head pastor
role please talk to one of the committee members. Please be in prayer for the pastor
search process.

Emmanuel Cell Group
We meet every Friday evening at 8pm. we focus on fellowship and how to apply the word of God in our lives through
the four W's – Welcome, Worship, Word, and Works. We
meet every Friday at 8:00 PM.

Men’s Breakfast
Men, start your day right! Meet with other brothers for fellowship over a simple breakfast as we share with each other our victories and concerns. We will spend some time in prayer together
offering to God our praise and petitions before starting out day
each Thursday. We meet at Ikari Coffee House near Mackay Hospital each Thursday ay 7am till around 8:30am.

Indonesian Cell Group
The Indonesian group at VEF is made up of Indonesian Natives who
are now living in Taiwan. Our group is a blend of students and professionals coming together to invest in one-another, and grow in Christ.
We meet every Friday Evening from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. on the 6th floor
of Victory. Our fellowship includes worshipping God through music,
sharing prayer requests, Bible Study, and more!

•
•
•
•
•
•

Last Sunday's (1/12)
Morning Worship attendance – 99
Afternoon Worship attendance— 39
Sunday School attendance – 28
Offering - $69,041
YTD Giving - $140,654
Remaining giving needed $3,859,346 ($77,187 weekly)

Please be sure to write your names clearly on the offering envelope.
This Week Volunteer Workers
9AM: Set-up and Greeters: Jonathan, Yeonjoo — Worship Team: Naomi, Acquah, Grace, Jan,
Serge— PPT: Kristy— Sound: Steven

Next Week:
9AM: Set-up and Greeters: Kristy, Japie — Worship Team: Yvonne, Naomi, Cindy, Theresa—
PPT: Bachir— Sound:

How to pay tithes by Wire Transfer
You can transfer your offerings to Victory's Postal account , the bank code is 700, follow by
the account number - 0061021 0478485. Contact Pastor John or Yu-Hwa
at yhwang217@yahoo.com.tw. Please make sure to contact one of them to make sure the
money goes into the VEF account and transfer was properly made.

Question: "Who was Samuel in the Bible?"
https://www.gotquestions.org/life-Samuel.html (abbreviated article)
Answer: Samuel, whose name means “heard of God,” was dedicated to God by his mother, Hannah, as
part of a vow she made before he was born (1 Samuel 1:11). Hannah had been barren and prayed so fervently for a child that Eli the priest thought she was drunk (1 Samuel 1). God granted Hannah’s request,
and, true to her promise, Hannah dedicated Samuel to the Lord. After Samuel was weaned, likely around
the age of four, he was brought to the tabernacle to serve under Eli the priest (1 Samuel 1:22–25). Even as
a child, Samuel was given his own tunic, a garment normally reserved for a priest as he ministered before
the Lord in the tent of meeting at Shiloh, where the ark of the covenant was kept (1 Samuel 2:18; 3:3).
Traditionally, the sons of the priest would succeed their father’s ministry; however, Eli’s sons, Hophni and
Phinehas, were wicked in that they were immoral and showed contempt for the Lord’s offering (1 Samuel
2:17, 22). Meanwhile, Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor with the Lord and with men (1
Samuel 2:26).
At a time when prophecies and visions were rare, Samuel heard what he first believed to be Eli calling him
during the night. Though the young Samuel was ministering in the tabernacle, he still didn’t know the Lord,
and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him (1 Samuel 3:7). The first three times the Lord
called Samuel, the boy responded to Eli. Eli then understood what was happening and instructed Samuel to
respond to the Lord if he called again. Then, "The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times,
’samuel! Samuel!' Then Samuel said, ’speak, for your servant is listening'" (1 Samuel 3:10). God gave him a
message of judgment to relay to Eli. The following day, Samuel took his first leap of faith, telling Eli everything, even though the message was bad news for Eli and his family (1 Samuel 3:11–18). Eli responded with
acceptance. Samuel’s credibility as a prophet spread throughout Israel, and God continued to reveal His
Word to His people through Samuel (1 Samuel 3:20–21).

The Philistines, perennial enemies of Israel, attacked God’s people. Eli’s sons were killed in the battle, and
the ark of the covenant was captured and taken to Philistia. Upon hearing the news of his sons’ deaths, Eli
also died. After several months, the Philistines returned the ark to Israel, where it remained at Kiriath
Jearim for over twenty years. As the Israelites cried out to God for help against the Philistine oppressors,
Samuel instructed them to be rid of the false gods they had been worshipping. With Samuel’s leadership,
and by God’s power, the Philistines were overcome, and there was a time of peace between them (1 Samuel 7:9–13). Samuel was recognized as the judge of all Israel.
The life of Samuel was pivotal in Israel’s history. He was a prophet, he anointed the first two kings of Israel,
and he was the last in the line of Israel’s judges, considered by many as the greatest judge (Acts 13:20).
Samuel is cited alongside Moses and Aaron as men who called on God and were answered (Psalm 99:6).
Later in Israel’s history, when the Israelites were living in disobedience to God, the Lord declared they were
beyond even the defense of Moses and Samuel, two of Israel’s greatest intercessors (Jeremiah 15:1). This is
a clear indication of the power of Samuel’s prayers—and the depth of Israel’s sin in Jeremiah’s day.
There is much to learn from the life of Samuel. In particular, we see the sovereignty of God in Israel, no
matter whom the people chose to reign over them. We may allow other things or people to occupy the
throne of our hearts, but God will always remain sovereign and will never accept usurpers to His authority
in the lives of His subjects.
We can imagine how daunting it must have been for the young Samuel to give an honest account of his
first vision to Eli. However, it appears that, even from a young age, Samuel’s absolute allegiance was to
God first. There may be times when we feel intimidated by those in authority, but, as Samuel proved more
than once, it is God who must remain our priority. The world may look on us cynically when we remain
steadfast in our faith. However, we can be confident that God will vindicate those who have remained
faithful to His Word (Psalm 135:14).

Though Samuel had deep reservations about letting the people have a king, he was quick to consult God
about the matter and abided by His decision (1 Samuel 8:6–7). Many of us may consult God about important decisions in our lives, but how many of us are ready to accept His counsel and abide by it, especially when it appears to go against our own desires? Leaders in particular can learn from Samuel’s example of the power he derived from his close relationship with God, generated by a healthy prayer life. Samuel was a great man of prayer, and his people respected him for it (1 Samuel 12:19, 23). Even though
Samuel was aware of the evil in Saul’s life, he never stopped praying and mourning for him. Indeed, Samuel described it as a sin not to pray for the people under his care. Perhaps too quickly we may deem a
brother beyond restoration when we see him fall into sin. Certainly, God’s plans for each individual will
come to pass, but it should never stop us from continuing to pray and care for those who are weaker in
their faith (Romans 15:1; 1 Thessalonians 5:14).
The main theme throughout Samuel’s life is that God alone should receive the glory and honor. After
making his sons judges, it must have been a very sad thing for Samuel to learn that they were unfit to
lead. When he consulted God about the people’s request for a king, nothing was said in defense of his
sons. Samuel was obedient to God’s instructions to give the people what they wanted.
A key verse in the life of Samuel relates his words to King Saul: “But Samuel replied: ‘Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the Lord? To obey is better than
sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams’” (1 Samuel 15:22). Obedience to God’s Word must
always be our top priority.

Discussion Questions:
As a child did you ever run into your parents’ room after a nightmare?
Did you ever have trouble going to sleep? What did (or do) you do to help you sleep?
What does Samuel’s reaction to the voice of the Lord tell us about him? (vv. 4, 6, 8)
What does it mean that Samuel “let none of his words fall to the ground”? (v. 19)
How can you learn to listen more and speak less? (How can you have the attitude of Samuel—”Speak, for
your servant is listening” v. 10?)
Are you listening to God? What has He been telling you lately?

How do you treat the word of God? What commands have you “let fall to the ground”?

