UPCOMING EVENTS

February 21— Service of Ashes
August 13-15—Vacation Bible School

Please turn your cell phone to silent mode as you
enter the sanctuary.


February 9, 2020

VEF has signed up for a subscription to RightNow Media—a Christian
company that allows you to stream over 10,000 Bible Studies and Christian shows from many
different companies. If you would like to have access to this digital
library please go to the following link or scan the QR code—https://
forms.gle/TEJ9BcQtQgHEavcD9

“Ark of the Lord’s Covenant”
Next Week: “The Ark of the Lord’s Covenant”
Peter Park

1 Samuel 4:3-7, 4:11
Peter Park

Order of Service
Call To Praise / Opening
Call to Worship

Small Groups of VEF

I am Free
Psalm 20:6-8

Time

Meeting Place

Leader

Contact Number & Email

TUE
17:30

NCTU
Engineering Building 3 EC543

Maria

mariayuang@gmail.com

The Lord’s Prayer
You Alone can Rescue

THU
07:00

Men’s Breakfast
Ikari Coffee
738 Guangfu Road

Jeff

0987 378 323
jacase767@yahoo.com

Announcements and Greetings

Pastor Darren Carter

FRI
11:00

Korean Women’s Group
Victory –B1-102

Hayoung
Ko

0966 266 041
jspaek70@gmail.com

Worship in the Word:
“The Ark of the Lord’s Covenant”
1 Samuel 4:3-7, 4:11

Peter Park

FRI
19:30

Youth Group
Victory –8F

Linus Lu

0989-543-486
shihlien.lu@gmail.com

FRI
19:30

Indonesian Group
Victory –6F

Timothy
William

0909335550
moimoipalamoi@gmail.com

FRI
20:00

Emmanuel Group
Puding 3rd Road

Bih Qui
Tiang

0966-545-764
bihqui@gmail.com

FRI
20:00

Barnabas CG
Guanxin Area

Japie
Kruger

Japie.kruger@gmail.com

SUN
11:00

Family Bible Study
Victory—B105-106

Pastor
John

vefpastor@gmail.com

SUN
11:00

Korean Group
Victory - B102

Jonathan
Eun

0920 729 307
joe003e@hanmail.net

SUN
11:00

Epic Bible Study: Jonah
Victory—B104

Pastor
Darren

pastordarren@vefellowship.com

Worship in Song

Scripture Reading
Worship in Song

Benediction

Abide with Me
Come Thou Fount
Ephesians 2:19-22

Interested in starting a small group? Need assistance finding a group?
Contact Pastor Darren Carter at 03-571-6803 ext:2224
or pastordarren@vefellowship.com

Special Announcement:

Announcements

In order to help prevent the spread of coronavirus, we request that all Church
attendees follow the following precautions:



Children’s Sunday School resumes today.



Epic of Eden Adult Sunday School Bible Study begins TODAY in B104.

1. Please wear your medical grade 'surgical' mask throughout the worship or
fellowship meetings.



Bible Study Fellowship meets each week to study the "Acts and Letters of the Apostles".
Men meet on Tuesday nights and women meet on Wednesday mornings and evenings.
Please talk to Jeff Case: jacase767@gmail.com or Michelle Lin: michelle_lin@hotmail.com.



Vacation Bible School will be on August 13-15, 2020. If you are willing to be a part of the
team that plans VBS please talk to Pastor John.



A pastoral search committee has been formed and has met . The search committee will
meet regularly to pray and look at applicants for the head English pastor position. When
the process is complete the committee will make a recommendation to the Victory Pastor/
Elder Personnel Board for approval. The search committee members are Jeff Case, Linus
Lu, Sam Yang, Bih Qui Tiang, Anne Fisher, Timothy Liu, Timothy William, and Japie Kruger. If
you have any questions or know of someone who might be a good fit for the head pastor
role please talk to one of the committee members. Please be in prayer for the pastor
search process.
VEF will be holding a service of Ashes on February 21, 2020 to commemorate Ash
Wednesday (2-26)
VEF has signed up for a subscription to RightNow Media—a Christian company that allows you to stream over 10,000 Bible Studies
and Christian shows from many different companies. If you would
like to have access to this digital library please go to the following
link or scan the QR code—https://forms.gle/TEJ9BcQtQgHEavcD9

2. Church has alcohol and soap. Please make use of them.
3. Please take your own temperature. If you have a fever, please see a doctor, stay
home and rest.

4. If you have symptoms of respiratory illness, please do not join any church
gatherings.
5. If you have visited China (epidemic area) within the last 14 days, please stay home
and do not come to Church.




Cell Group Feature
Indonesian Cell Group
The Indonesian group at VEF is made up of Indonesian Natives who
are now living in Taiwan. Our group is a blend of students and professionals coming together to invest in one-another, and grow in Christ.
We meet every Friday Evening from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. on the 6th floor
of Victory. Our fellowship includes worshipping God through music,
sharing prayer requests, Bible Study, and more!

•
•
•
•
•
•

Last Sunday's (2/2)
Morning Worship attendance – 87
Afternoon Worship attendance— 20
Sunday School attendance – n/a
Offering - $13,300
YTD Giving - $230,254
Remaining giving needed $3,722,446 ($79,201 weekly)

Please be sure to write your names clearly on the offering envelope.
This Week Volunteer Workers
9AM: Set-up and Greeters: Sophia, Yinan— Worship Team: Anne. Dora, Acquah, Ian, Yi
Ching— PPT: Linus— Sound: Jessie

Next Week:
9AM: Set-up and Greeters: Jonathan, Yeonjoo— Worship Team: Edmund, Fiona, Lindi, Jan,
Serge — PPT: Kristy— Sound: Yinan

How to pay tithes by Wire Transfer
You can transfer your offerings to Victory's Postal account , the bank code is 700, follow by
the account number - 0061021 0478485. Contact Pastor John or Yu-Hwa
at yhwang217@yahoo.com.tw. Please make sure to contact one of them to make sure the
money goes into the VEF account and transfer was properly made.

Bridging Contexts—1 Samuel 4

INTERPRETING MILITARY VICTORY.
In order to build an interpretive bridge to our context, it is necessary to address the way
military victory was interpreted in the Old Testament as a sign of God’s blessing. In Exodus
17, Yahweh blessed Moses and the Israelites with victory over the Amalekites, dramatically
authenticated by the elevation of “the rod of God.” As long as Moses held up the rod, with
the help of Aaron and Hur, Israel prevailed (17:8–16). Military success was obviously linked
to Yahweh’s blessing in the time of Joshua (Josh. 6–8), and King David came to be viewed as
the ideal king partially because Yahweh blessed him with military success (2 Sam. 7:1).
Many more examples could be given. The gloomy question of the elders of Israel here reflects the agonizing theological dilemma presented by the first defeat at the hands of the
Philistines. Where have they gone wrong? What can they do to reverse their military fortunes?
Historically, these events come near the conclusion of Israel’s judges period. There is no
king yet in Israel, though the kingmaker, Samuel, is now in preparation. The nation is still
under the tribal confederation known from the book of Judges. In that context, we have
come to expect certain patterns of behavior concerning warfare (see Judg. 2:10–23). The
formula cited there had four ingredients.15 (1) Israel sinned against Yahweh: “The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD.” (2) Yahweh then gave them over into the power of an
enemy nation: “The LORD handed them over to raiders who plundered them.” (3) This foreign oppression led the people to repent: “But when the Israelites cried out to the
LORD….” (4) Finally, Yahweh sent a judge to deliver them: “The LORD raised up judges, who
saved them out of the hands of these raiders.” This picture is a straightforward interpretation of Israelite history based on Deuteronomy’s retribution theology: Faithfulness to the
covenant meant success, but failure to live for God meant defeat.
Thus, early in the book of Judges, the Israelites recognized that military failure was linked to
their sin, and they turned to the Lord in repentance. With repentance came military deliverance. But the book of Judges also traces a slow moral deterioration, which is illustrated by
the gradual unraveling of this literary cycle. By the time of the Philistine domination in Judges 13, the reader becomes convinced that the system of the judges is not working and Israel
is no longer repentant.16 In the final unit of the book (Judg. 17–21), when everyone is doing
what is right in his own eyes, decisions are based not on principle but on pragmatism.
In this historical and literary context, the narrative of 1 Samuel 4 contributes to the continuing moral decline. Here the elders of Israel appear bewildered and confused by the Philistine victory. But rather than leading the people in national repentance, they make other arrangements. The ill-fated decision to bring the ark of the covenant to the battle line is apparently an attempt to re-create the holy wars of Moses and Joshua. As such, it is a futile exercise in self-dependence. Military victory is viewed as dependent on the Israelite ability to
arouse the wrath and power of Yahweh to inflict defeat on his enemies. This is neither the
repentance of the early portions of the book of Judges nor the holy war of Joshua. This is a
manipulative attempt to determine the outcome of battle for self-preservation.
The expression “holy war” is not used in the Old Testament. It was introduced by modern
scholars to designate certain wars of the Israelites that were unique to their specific cultural
and historical circumstances. Such wars were endorsed and directed by Yahweh. He initiated the conflict and ensured its success. Such sacral wars, or “Yahweh wars,” were often preceded by religious rituals, such as sacrifices or even circumcision.

The Israelites marched into these wars with reduced numbers and less-effective weaponry. God called on
them to take action and participate in some way (shouting, marching, proceeding behind the ark of the
covenant), but he was the important participant, fighting on behalf of the nation. The victory was often celebrated in songs of praise to Yahweh. Furthermore, all spoil of such wars was strictly devoted to Yahweh;
nothing could be held by the victorious Israelites, as though they had won the prize. Everything and everyone captured was under the “ban” (ḥerem, totally devoted to Yahweh) and had to be destroyed. Continued
military successes were contingent on continued obedience. The failure at Jericho to devote all the plunder
to Yahweh resulted in the defeat at Ai (Josh. 7).
The events in 1 Samuel 4 are related to Israel’s sacred rites of war. This is particularly clear from the reference in verse 5 to the “great shout,” a war cry typical of holy war in the Old Testament (see Josh.
6:5).18 The elders of Israel find an answer to their question of verse 3 (“Why did the LORD bring defeat
upon us … ?”) in the ancient traditions of holy war, especially as practiced under the leadership of Joshua.
They see the Philistines as God’s enemies and worthy of extermination, just like the people of Jericho. The
Israelites see themselves as ensuring victory by imitating what worked in the past.
Unfortunately, the situations are not comparable. Yahweh has not initiated this conflict as in holy wars.
While the Israelites are correct in seeking a religious explanation for their defeat, their chosen course of
action to secure help from Yahweh is misguided. Instead of remorse and repentance, they attempt to compel Yahweh into providing victory regardless of the unacceptable leadership at Shiloh. This is a shameful
attempt at manipulation—an effort to use Yahweh’s sacred presence for purposes of self-preservation,
despite the irreligious leadership at Shiloh. Little wonder the Philistine wars of 1 Samuel 4 are doomed to
failure.
THE CHRISTIAN AND WAR.
So what of the Bible’s understanding of holy war?
The twenty-first century opened tragically with extremists in the Middle East calling for jihad or modern holy
war. After the attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon on September 11, 2001, some in America spoke of our military response as though it were a holy war, while the country debated whether the United States was waging a “just war” in Afghanistan.
Does 1 Samuel 4 inform a balanced Christian response to armed conflict, especially in cases in which war
seems unavoidable?
How should today’s Christians respond to conflict?
It would be easy to use this account of war between the Philistines and the Israelites to discuss Christian
reactions to violence in general. But the passage raises questions that are much more specific in application
and that involve issues debated for centuries by Christians. The Israelites assumed in verse 3 that God was
on their side and they only had to guarantee his presence in the battle to secure victory. Likewise, the Philistines believed the gods were actively involved in both sides of armed conflict. All of this surely stems from
the ancient Near Eastern assumption that each nation’s deity was responsible for the outcome of wars. A
defeated nation must have had an inferior deity!
How does this relate to modern Christians’ attitudes to armed warfare?
How should followers of Christ react to armed conflict?
What about warfare between nations in today’s world?
What is a Christian response?
Christians succeed in avoiding this topic until forced to deal with international conflicts. Most of us give little
thought to the question until confronted with hard choices, in which case we are ill-prepared to give a reasoned response. Through the ages, well-meaning, conscientious Christians have responded to war in one
of three ways, each of which is incompatible with the others: war as crusade, pacifism, and justifiable war.
Arnold, Bill T. The NIV Application Commentary: 1 & 2 Samuel. Zondervan Publishing House, 2003.

